










































































































The LAST WORD

Q&A: Wally Lamb on his long-awaited third novel

The Hour I First Believed (HarperCollins) is
the long-awaited third novel by best-selling

author Wally Lamb '72 (CLAS), '77 M.A.

Touched by the chaos of the 1999 Columbine
High School shootings, protagonist Caelum
Quirk and his wife move to Connecticut,

where they struggle toward emotional recovery
even as Caelum uncovers long-held secrets

embedded in his family history. Lamb
discusses the new book, his first in a decade,

with Stefanie Dion Jones '00 (CLAS). He
begins a national book tour on Nov. 11 at the
UConn Co-op in Storrs, with an RSVP needed.

For information, call 860-486-5027.

You've said that when you're writing a book,
you "live" with your characters every day.
What was it like living with the se particular characters?

It was worrisome. I need to feel lovingly about characters and ,
more importantly, I need to worry abou t them. I could tell that
Caelum, the protagonist, was troubled. I could tell he was
angry and , most of all, that he was alienated and had trouble

connecting to people. I did have the Columbine connection
almost from the start, so I knew there was going to be sadness
and chaos in Caelum's life.

Did you consider Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold-the two
boys from Columbine-as characters in the book and did
you live with them as well?

I did, and it was really hard. I began by Googling school shootings.
I was drawn deeper and deeper into it. It was very disturbing, very

punishing in a lot ofways. Those kids scared me-these seemingly
normal, middle-class kids , hiding in plain sight and planning
something so horrible. So some of the stuff that Caelum wrestles
with was also some ofwhat I was wrestling with too.

Why did you decide to include a whole chapter in the book with
real excerpts from the videos and writing of Harris and Klebold?

It was not a decision that I made lightly. I thought: Nothing is

going to communicate the terror created by these two domestic
terrorists more than their own voices. I realize that I am really

challenging the reader by having that in the book.
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How do you continue writing about characters
that und ergo so much heartache, and suffering?

Sometimes it's hard. One of the ways that I
survive it is through comic relief Youknow,

people will say about all of the books that I've
written, "It's so sad, and yet it's partly funny."

I do believe that life is both sad and funny.
Sometimes the two are interfaced.

You've been working on this book for nine years.
What is your process for getting feedback?

Lots of times I will show my wife, Chris , the

writing. And I belong to two writers' groups.
They help; they feed me. I find it's helpful to
read a work in progress to an audience, say,
at a library or a bookstore.

What do you expect readers to take away from this new book?

The writing of the story is my way of teaching myself what it
means. But when I'm done and I shove it out into the world,
then I feel people will find
their own meaning.
They're entitled to
do that . At that
point, it's not

mine anymore.



Sample Gift Annuity Income Rates

One Life Age 68 75 82 88

Income Rate 6.0% 6.7% 8.0% 9.8%

Two Life Age 68 75 82 88

Income Rate 5.5% 6.0% 6.9% 8.1%

A Charitable Gift Annuity through the University of Connecticut Foundation is a simple way to

make a tax-deductible charitable gift to support future generations of UConn students. In return,
you'll receive a guaranteed fixed income for life, a portion of which is tax-free.

Your gift annuity can support any school or program of the University that you wish.

For our instructive booklet on gift annuit ies
or more information , contact Hal Reed,
AVP for Planned Giving, at 800.269.9965

or hreed@foundation.uconn.edu .

Visit our Planned Giving website at

www.legacy.uconn.edu/cga for details .
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