contents
UCONN I Fall/ Winter 2007 1 Volum e 8, Number 3

Meet President Mike Hogan
A conversation with UConn's 14th president, Michael J. Hogan,

about his arrival and plans tofurth er enhance UConn's
national reputation.

More than just a night at the Opera
A partnership between UConn and
the Metropolitan Operaprovides students in the School of Fine Arts
with unique learning opportunities.
BY KAREN SINGER '73 (CLAS) I

Bringing back 'The Big Easy'
Tulane University president Scott Cowen '68
(B US) emerges from the Hurricane Katrina disaster as a leading
figure in the recovery of New Orleans.
BY KENNETH BEST I

34

Bush's Legacy: Court moves right
BY DAVID ALISTAIR YALOF I A UConn scholar on presidential
politics and appointments to the U.S. Supreme Court analyzes
the shift of the Roberts Court to the political right.

Departments
2

FROM TH E EDITOR

4

FROM THE PRESIDENT

5

AROUND UCONN

18

REPORT ON RESEARCH

22

SPOTLIGHT ON STUDENTS

37

FOCUS ON FACULTY

39

CREATIVE CURRENTS

4°

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

51

ALUMNI TRAVELER

52

THE LAST WORD

ONTHE COVER:
Michael J. Hogan at a
news conference after
being introduced as
UConn's 14th president.

FA LL / W I NTE R 2 0 07

1

UCONN

From the EDITOR

Volume 8, Number 3, Fall/Winter 2007

EDITOR
Kenneth Best
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
David Bauman , Nan Cooper, Sherry Fisher, Kristina
Goodnough , Karen Grava '73 (ClAS) , Kala Kachmar
' 10 (ClAS), Michael Kirk, Beth Krane, Kim Colavito
Markesich '93 (CANR). Ron Meshberg, Janice
Palmer, Mark J. Roy '74 (CLAS), Karen Singer '73
(CLAS), Jim H . Smith , john Sponauer '9 2 (CLAS),
Richard Veilleux, Lucind a Weiss, David A. Yalof
ART DIREcrOR
John E. Bailey '84 (SFA)
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
Peter Morenus
CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS
Nath an Adams, john Cooley, Lauren Dechant,
AI Ferreira, Sean Flynn , Janine Gelineau ,
Wayne Han sen, Dollie Harvey 'OS (CANR) ,
James Kimura-Green '0 8 (SFA). Peter Morenus ,
Stephen Slade '89 (SFA), John Sponaue r
EDlTORIALASSISTANT
Tina Modzel ewski

DIRECTOR OFUNIVERSITY RELATIONS
Scott Brohin sky '76 J.D.
DIRECTOR OFALUMNI RELATIONS
Lisa R. Lewi s
DIRECTOR OFMARKETING COMMUNICATIONS
David W. Martel
MANAGER OFMARKETING SERVICES
Patti Fazio '90 (CLAS), ' 92 M.A.
MANAGER OFCREATIVE SERVICES
Leonard P. Blanks Jr. '86 (SFA)

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Lorraine M. Aron son , Scott Brohin sky '76 J.D .,
janine Caira, Janet Cummings Good '66 (SFA),
Peter Good '65 (SFA), Lynne Good stein ,
Lisa R. Lewis, Annette Lombardi '76 (CLAS),
Sally Reis '81 Ph.D., Pat Sheehan ' 67 (CLAS),
Ron Taylor, j im Walter, David Woods

UCONN is produced three times a year in March,July
and November by University Communications, University
ojConneaic ut , 34 North Eagleville Rd., Unit 3144. Storrs,
CT 06269-3144. Phone: 8 60-48 6-3530, Fax: 860-486-4 064,

E-mail: uconnmagazine@ uconn.edu. Letters to the editor
and other comments are welcom e.

Send addresschanges to The University of Connecticut
Foundation, Records Department, Unit p06,
2390 Alumni Drive, Storrs, CT 06269.
Want to keep up with news and events at the University?
News releases, upcoming events and activities afe posted
at www.uconn.edu.
UCONN online: www.alumnimagazine.uconn.edu

University of
Connecticut

Reaching out on the air
WHUS OFFERS STUDENTS UNIQUE LEARNING EXPERIENCE
lthough the Undergraduate Student Government, Dai ly Campus, Nutmeg and
UConn Marching Band are the modern incarna tions of the University's oldest
student organiza tions, today UConn 's mos t public and far-reaching student group is
WHUS , which is celebrating its 85th year of broadcastin g.
In addition to its significance as a part of UConn , the radio station holds a place in
Conn ecticut history as one of the state's earliest broadcasters and as its first educational
station. Details of WH US history are on page 6 in our Then & Now featur e.
Like many college radio stations, WHUS provides an eclectic mix of music and public
affairs program s that serves as an alternative to what is heard on comme rcial radio. It
also has a clear educational mission to provide training to studen ts and memb ers of the
University community who are int erested in learning about radio.
The station's educational mission is the secret to the vitality ofWHUS as a unique
voice in eastern Conn ecticut and, now, on the Intern et. Th ree times each year a new
group of trainees-mostly UConn students but also some memb ers of the local community - take several weeks to learn the technical aspects of broadcasting, communications
law and the responsibilities that are inhe rent to having the privilege of sitting behind an
open microphone. Th ey also spend several hour s with an experienced memb er of the
WHUS staff learn in g to operate the equipme nt in what is now one of the top radio
facilities-college or com mercial-in the United States.
Once appro ved for broadcast privileges, new WHUS staff help to reenergi ze the
Conn ecticut airwaves. Whether it is punk, hip-hop, indie rock, world mu sic, blues or
even classic rock 'n' roll, the widest spectrum of mu sic breaks through. So, too, does a
new generation's voice on current events and world issues in public affairs programming,
as well as coverage of Husky athlet ics, from football and women's soccer to field hockey
and baseball.
Althou gh WHUS has laun ched careers in broadcasting for many throughout its history, more often it has served as a u nique diversion from the rigors of the classroom
for future enginee rs , scientists , business executives, historians, social workers, writers,
artists and other professionals, mu ch the same as dozen s of othe r student organizations
have done for stud ent s and alu mni.
A final thou ght : As UCO NN magazine continues to evolve with its new look, so too
does our editorial cont ent. In addition to providing coverage of new academic programs
and othe r areas of interest to alumni, on occasion we will feature UConn experts writing
about their areas of scholarship. Thi s edition features an early analysis of the potential
legacy of President George W. Bush by Prof. David A. Yalof, a UConn political scientist
and scholar on presidential appointme nts to Th e Suprem e Court of the United States.
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Opening Shot

From the PRESIDENT

First impressions
PRESIDENT HOGAN MEETS THE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

universities in the nation. I'm eager
have big shoes to fill in this space.
to help shape and lead that progress,
Phil Aus tin gracious ly passed the
and I know that you will want to be
baton of the UConn presidency to
part of it, too.
me on Sept. 14. Ever since, I've been
It goes without saying that strong
learning how much he cared for the
alumni are a crucial part of a great
University and how much he en joyed
university. Look again at the great
his job. I'm learning a lot from him:
public universities in this coun tryabout UConn, about its faculty and
Michigan, Wisconsin, Cal-Berkeley
stud ent s, and about its alumni. As I
and others. Their alumni helped
write thi s, I'm fresh from the 2 0 07
build those ins titutions with their
UConn Hom ecoming, when my
support and volun teering spirit, and
wife, Virginia, and I met many of the
with the conviction that thei r alma
alums who cam e back to the Storrs
campus to celebrate. And they have
mater is some thing to be treasure d
and highly regarded. I know that
a lot to celebrat e.
UConn alumni feel that way and,
I came to UConn because somenow, so do I!
thing special is happ ening here, and
For this reason , your voice is
I want to be part of it. There's energy
extremely important to me as we
and exciteme nt everywhe re-you can
work together to move UConn forfeel it when you talk with students
ward. The University of Connecticu t
and faculty and alumni. You can see
is your University! So, at the risk of
it in the extrao rdinary investme nt
UConn's 14th president, Michael J. Hogan , with Kristan Ingraham ' 11
(CLAS) and Steve Paniati ' 10 (CLAS)onthe Academic Way, Storrs campus. seem ing grossly selfish, I urge you to
that the state of Connecticut has
get involved in what's going on here
made in the physical campus. You
opportunities. But our students are still
can see it in the research laboratoat UConn . Consider giving some of
the lifeblood of the campus. I'm making
your time and talents to this University.
ries in Storrs and in Farmington and at
Watch what we're doing in the media and
a special effort to get out and about, to
regional campuses such as Avery Point ,
in the communications you receive. Talk
see for myself what's going on here
where our faculty are taking on cuttingus up . Let us know what you like, and what
and to meet the people who are making
edge resear ch in biochemistry, cancer,
you don' t like. I inten d to keep you in the
it happen .
engineering, animal science and marin e
know about what's happening at UConn.
Many people are describing UConn as
biology, to name jus t a few.
I hope you have a chance to visit campus
being on a "steep u pward trajectory." Not
I'm impressed by our students. They're
soon. If you don't, visit us online: www.
many public un iversities in the country
bright , they're ene rgetic, they're creative,
uconn.edu. There's a lot going on!
are. Most are struggling with declining
and th ey're committed. Just like you were,
state support, eroding enro llment bases ,
when you walked our campus and climbed
no funds to recruit bright new teachers
the stairways to class, to the dorm and to
and researchers, crumbling buildings and
the Student Union. If you've been back
a kind of pessimism about where they are
to campus recently, you know that some
going. But not here . We have issues to
Michael J. Hogan
things are changing. We have new buildaddress , of course. But UConn is poised
President
ings and classrooms and laboratories,
wond erful new facilities that will afford
at a uni que point where we can continue
moving up-into the elite top 20 public
our faculty and students the best possible
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Pharmacy-Business coLLaboration
to aid federaL drug research
aculty and students in the School of
Pharmacy may help determine which
treatments your doctor recommends and
which prescription drugs your health
plan covers with the establishment of the
federally funded Evidence-Based Practice
Center (EBC) at UConn.
The center is one of 14 nationwide that
the Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality, part of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, has charged
with conducting comprehensive, systematic
reviews of research on health topics of vital
importance to the U.S. health care system.
EBCalso will advise federal and state
policymakers, professional organizations
and insurance companies on the highest
quality and most cost-effective health care
treatments and delivery options.
Many of the topics the new UConn
center will review include common medications, exorbitant treatments and those
particularly significant for Medicare and
Medicaid populations.
UConn's EBC is the first to be led by
pharmacists, says C. Michael White, associate professor of pharmacy practice, who
serves as director of the center that forges
the first partnership between the School of
Pharmacy and School of Business. It also
expands the University's research collaboration with Hartford Hospital.
Craig Coleman, assistant professor of
pharmacy practice, will be the center's

F

project manager and John Vernon,
assistant finance professor in the School
of Business, will be the new center's health
policy chief. Vernon recently completed
an appointment as senior economic
policy advisor at the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration. Physician Jeffrey Kluger
of Hartford Hospital will be the center's
associate director.
White, Kluger and Coleman have been
collaborating for almost a decade resulting
in close to 200 peer-reviewed publications
including lead articles in the Journal of the
American Medical Association and The Lancet.
"Pharmacists are health care's medica tion experts and, as such, the profession
possesses unique insights into patient care
that often are underrepresented among
leaders formulating the nation's health care
policies," White says. "Having pharmacists,
physicians and health care policy experts all
working together will benefit everyone."
Duke University, Johns Hopkins University, Vanderbilt University Medical Center
and Tufts University-New England
Medical Center are among the other
institutions that operate Evidence-Based
Practice Centers.
The center also will draw on the strengths
of other UConn faculty members. White
says graduate students, undergraduate
honors students and research fellows will
have the opportunity to participate in EBC
projects.
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85 years of innovative radio at WHUS
WHUS was one ofthe first radio stations to begin broadcasting in Connecticut when it
went on the air in 1922 as WABL. In 1925, the station became WCAC, using the initials
of the Connecticut Agricultural College, before adopting "The Husky Network" as its name
in the 1940S and becoming WHUS in 1947. After being relocated to the Rosebrooks Barn
complex during renovations to the Student Union, WHUS returned to the "unlast August
to a zrst century digital studio. Below: Spinning
vinyl records in 1952. Botto m: Be n
Shaiken '10 (CLAS), the
station 's fund-raising
director, on the air
during his weekly
rhythm and blues
program.

Nichols earns national
teaching award
Frank Nichols , professor of periodontology, above ,
rece ived the Kaiser Permanente Excellence
in Teaching Award for the second consecutive
year from students at the School of Dental
Medicine. The award recognizes comm itment
to teaching through either effectiveness
in various teaching settings or leadersh ip in
development ofinnovative teaching programs.
Nichols has been a member of the UConn
faculty s ince 1985.

Sailing their way to knowledge
aculty at UConn's Avery Point campus have developed a multidisciplinary class that

Fgives students a hands-on experience with maritime studies, including sailing a ship .
Exploring the Blue was designed by Helen Rozwadowski, associate professor of history and
coordinator of maritime studies in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and Mary K.
Bercaw Edwards, associate professor of English, one of the country's foremost Herman
Melvillescholars .
Twenty-three students spent time last spring on a two-masted sailing vessel as part of
the three-week. four-credit intersession course focusing on maritime history, literature
and policy. The experiential aspects of the course complemented the academic compo nent , giving students a comprehensive look at the oceans' influence on people and human
history.
"You don't take this course for a ride; you're part of the crew as well as a student," says
Michael Bokoff'io (BUS), recalling storm-tossed days and nights in rough North Atlantic
weather. "The course really challenged me to do new things."
The course had two parts. The first week was spent on land participating in museumbased exercises and hands-on learning, such as climbing rigging and reading maritime
charts, as well as attending lectures on maritime topics. For the remaining two weeks,
the class sailed from Baltimore to Nantucket on a 125-foot staysail schooner. After
the voyage, there were several writing and research assignments.
"Historians rarely study the ocean; they treat it as a place separate from people,"
says Rozwadowski. "We treat the ocean not as a surface but as a multi-dimensional
place with political, economic , and environmental aspects and also cultural and
psychological dimensions-those qualities of ocean literature or the history of the
sea that are absolutely critical for understanding the ocean as part of our world."

Helen Rozwadowski,
as sociate professor of
hi story an d coordinator
of maritime stu dies at
th e campus at Avery Point,
climbs the rigging of
the whaleshi p Char les
W. Mo rgan at Mystic
Seaport.

Social Work Students Share Perspectives on Travel Study to Puerto Rico
even students, three alumni and two faculty
members from the Puerto Rican/Latino
Stud ies Program in the School of Social Work
traveled to Puerto Rico for a tz-day exchange
program with the University of Puerto Rico last
summer. The group focused on social work
practice in Puerto Rico and the health disparities
and human rights violations in Vieques caused
by the 60 years of U.S. Navy bomb ing on the
island. Students presented their study findings
in the fall during a poster session at the school.
In Puerto Rico, from left: Myrna Pagan ,
member of Committee for the Rescue and
Development ofVieques; Keilah Jacques '07
M.S.W.;Catherine Medina , assistant professor
of Puerto Rican/Latino Studies Project; Andrea
Joseph , UConn graduate student; State Rep.
Hermina M. Morita, chair of the Energy &
Environmental Protection Comm ittee of the
Hawaii House of Representatives; Antonia
Cordero , associate professor of social work and
chair of the Puerto Rican/Latino Studies Project;
and Nilda Medina Diaz, member of the committee
for the rescue and development ofV ieques.
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State matches private funds for
alternative energy initiative

UCONN

By the Numbers

UConn breaks intothe
10

he University has raised more than $2 million in funding from three leading state energy companies for a new alternative energy research initiative to be based at UConn.
This private funding will trigger the release of an additional $2 million pledged by the
state for UConn's Eminent Faculty program, a public-private partnership backed by the
Connecticut legislature. The donating companies are FuelCell Energy of Danbury, the
Northeast Utilities Foundation and UTC Power of South Windsor.
The combined state funding and industry match will allow the School of Engineering
to recruit world-class researchers and additional faculty members who have expertise in
the area of fuel cells and other forms of sustainable energy.
UConn 's School of Engineering has a number of energy-focused units under its wing,
including the Connecticut Global Fuel Cell Center and the Biofuels Consortium, whose
scope of research and development activities will complement the broader mission of
sustainable energy initiative. Both entities work closely with Connecticut's energy industry.
The School of Engineering will use the funding not only to pioneer new energy technologies but also to create a training ground for the energy workforce and entrepreneurs of
the zist century, fostering innovative spin-off opportunities. Late last year, the General
Assembly established a permanent line item of $2 million annually to support the initiative at UConn, contingent upon securing a match from industry. The initiative is expected
to help Connecticut meet Gov. M. Jodi Rell's goal to reduce fossil fuel consumption by 20
percent and replace it with clean or renewable energy sources by 2020.

T
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20

30
40
50
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8 out of 10*
UConn alumniliving in
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for Survey Researchand Analysis
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Dodd Prize honors two world organizations

Lawclinic addresses needs
of information economy
he new Intellectual Property and Entrepreneur-

T

ship Law Clinic at the School ofLaw is

becoming an important resource for the region's
growing information-based economy.
"Existing businesses increasingly view the ir
intellectual property as a critical source of
competitive advantage," says Hillary Greene,
director ofthe clinic and associate professor
oflaw. "This is especially true for new entrepreneurs for whom patents, for example, may
facilitate investments by venture capitalists."
The East Hartford-based clinic, one offive
The 2007 Thomas J. Dodd Prize in International Jus tice and Human Rights was presented to two worldwide organizations during ceremonies in October. Pamela Mer chan t, director of the Center for Justice and Accountability,
an international human rights organization dedicated to end ing torture and other severe h uman rights abuses
around the world, and Eric Rosenthal, executive directo r of Mental Disab ility Rights International, the world 's
leading intern ati onal human rights group dedicated to the prote ction of people with mental disabilities, both
addressed the audience after receiving the awards from U.S. Sen . Christopher Dodd of Connecticut.

spe cialty legal clinics supported by UConn, was
established by the Connecticut legislature as part
of the University's Center for Entrepreneurship
and Innovation. It provides students, guided by
faculty and staff, with the opportun ity to counsel
innovators on a range ofintellectual property

Green Prep meetsworkforce need

iss ues, including patent, trademark, copyright
and trade secrets.
The skills taught at the clinic range from the

he College of Agriculture and Natural Resources is working with Connecticut's
plant and flower industry to provide education and training programs for entry-level
workers in the field.
The CT Green Prep program began earlier this year with a collaboration among the
UConn Home and Garden Education Center, the Connecticut Nursery and Landscape
Association and the Connecticut Greenhouse Growers Association.
"In our most recent economic impact study, we asked companies how many job
openings they had," says Robert Heffernan, executive director of the Connecticut Green
Industries Council, a coalition of the Connecticut Nursery and Landscape Association,
Connecticut Greenhouse Growers Association, and Connecticut Florists Association.
"They responded with a stunning number-another 7,600 persons were needed to
work in Connecticut's green industry."
Dawn Pettinelli, UConn extension educator, coordinated development of the new
program, which includes a varied curriculum on plant propagation, watering,
fertilizing and plant media, insects, plant taxonomy and landscaping, among other topics.
The course consists oflectures by UConn instructors and Green Industry Council
members held at UConn's West Hartford campus and hands-on sessions at three
industry locations in Cheshire and Manchester.
"The Green Prep concept is designed to reach out to entry-level people and interest
them in a career working with plants and flowers," says Heffernan.
"With the hands-on portion of the course, the students see an array of poten tial job
sites. This may help them to decide in which spectrum of our industry they would be
interested in pursuing," says Teri Smith of Smith Acres.
"This is a great example of how the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources
is fulfilling the provost's academic plan component of workforce development," says
Mary Musgrave, professor and head of the department of plant sciences.

T

pragmatic, such as conducting trademark
searches and drafting engagement letters , to
the less tangible, such as developing confidence
and learning to counsel clients who might not
be able to fully articulate what legal assistance
they are seeking.
"It' s crucia l to law schools everywhere to
communicate to many constituencies that
lawyers are key players in growing the economic
pie, not simply those who fight over who gets
what ," says Jeremy Paul, dean of the School of
Law. "The clients our clinic willserve are those who
will help create the Connecticut jobs of tomorrow."
Amy Kokoski, a part-time law student who
recently started a job at the firm of McCarter
and English, said her experience at the clinic
provided a depth of understanding ofintellectual
property law as well as its practical application .
"It afforded me an opportunity to gain experience
working with attorneys and clients that I may not
have otherwise had as a part-time law student,"
she says. "I feel much more comfortable going
into a full-time legal job having had the chance
to develop confidence by sitting and working
with clients. "
FA L L/W IN TE R 2 0 07
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New Ph.D. focuses on occupational
and environmental health sciences
specialty in occupational and environmental health sciences is the newest area of
focus in the doctoral program in public health at the UConn Health Center. This is
the second specialty in the program, joining social and behavioral health sciences, which
began earlier this year.
This interdisciplinary, cross-campus doctoral program is designed to train future
public health leaders to enhance general health. UConn has research programs in occupational and environmental health sciences and internationally recognized faculty in a
variety of related disciplines to support the new focus of study.
"This new concentration within the Center for Public Health and Health Policy represents an important and exciting step forward in public health training," says Nicholas
Warren , an associate professor and co-creator of UConn's Ergonomic Technology Center.
"The joint focus on occupational and environmental exposures, their health effects and
their control recognizes that health hazards do not start or stop at the factory or office
door. Rather, public health research and policy must address the additive and interactive
effects of exposures from multiple sources."
"We are excited about bringing together the diverse talents of faculty at both the
Farmington and Storrs campuses to help address the public health needs of the state and
beyond ," says Lawrence Silbart, professor and head of the department of allied health sciences in the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources. "Not only will the new
program provide excellent educational and research opportunities for our students,
it undoubtedly will spawn new research initiatives
aimed at identifying and solving a variety
of occupational and environmental
health issues."

A

PnU"'OIlI~VI

Addressing mental health
issues in the Latino community

S

tudents and faculty in the School of Nursing

that a top priority is adding bilingual and

different from those of other ethnic groups.

are working with mental health agencies to

culturally skilled health and mental health

There are differences, however, in the way

set up a network of community-based providers

professionals.

Latinos deal with such problems.

and citizens in Willimantic, Conn., to examine

The project, Compai'ieros Por Salud:

"There's a reluctance to seek out mental

mental health issues for Latinos, who comprise

Partners in Health, has spawned a variety of

health treatment," Patota says. "We're frequently

nearly a third of the local population.

collaborations among UConn nursing, social

one of the last places they will come, after turn-

work, pharmacy and medical students, who

ing to a relative, friend or minister for advice."

Working with an $83,000 planning grant from
the Federal Office of Rural Health, Deborah

have participated in student-run health clinics

Patota speaks of a constant struggle to find

Shelton, associate dean for nursing research and

at a local soup kitchen and at local farms that

staff who not only can speak the language, but

a psychiatric nurse, is expanding outreach pro-

employ migrant workers. During this past

also have an understanding of the culture and

grams for underserved Latino health needs and

spring semester, about 200 nursing students

traditions. Puerto Ricans and Mexicans are

providing a training ground for UConn

were placed in the community to offer health

the predominant Latino groups in Willimantic;

students. The grant is part of a larger project

education and screenings.

other residents come from Central America, the

started three years ago by Shelton to determine

Michael Patota , division director of clinical

Caribbean and the Dominican Republic. Patota

how the School could further partner with the

services for United Services, says the mental

hopes these UConn interns will choose careers

Willimantic community. Initial research indicates

health problems Latinos face are not very

serving this community.
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Eighth graders experience college life

M

amantha Sherwood, a junior majoring in
human development and family studies
in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences,
won first prize from the Roosevelt Institution
for a public policy proposal on expanding the
Family Medical Leave Act of1993 (FMLA).
Sherwood's proposal, developed jointly
with a student from Union College who had
a similar presentation, was published in
the journal 25 Ideas, a special series of new
policy ideas distributed to more than

2,000

members of Congress and local government
officials by the Roosevelt Institution, which
is described as "The Nation's First Student
Think Tank."
The FMLA proposal was presented at the
America's Social Contract conference at Yale
University earlier this year, sponsored
in part by the Roosevelt Institution.
Family leave policy involves time taken
off by employees to take care offoster or
adoption issues, a new child, a sick child,
a spouse or an elderly parent. Sherwood's
proposal would expand the FMLA by
lowering the minimum required size of an
eligible business and adding two weeks to
a man's eligible time off. To finance the
plan, Sherwood suggested that a federal
payroll tax be implemented.
Sherwood became interested in family
leave while taking a course on public policy
and the family with UConn professor of
human development and family studies
Steve Wisensale , who assisted her in
developing the proposal.
Sherwood took the top prize over

11

other students from universities that
included Yale, Brown, Columbia, Princeton,
and Dartmouth in the competition.

12
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ore than 100 eighth-grade students from Stamford experienced college life during
a four-week program at UConn's Stamford campus this past July. The University
Pals (UPals) program initiative provides first-generation, college-bound students an
introduction to the significance of pursuing higher education.
Although other institutions have given middle and high school students opportunities
to attend college classes in various forms, UPals has a number of components that go
beyond the traditional approaches, says Michael Ego, associate vice provost for the
Stamford campus, who developed the program.
"Th is is not strictly an academic format," Ego says. "It is a blend of college courses,
co-curricular activities, and the kids, getting a chance to visit and interact with local
community and business leaders directly related to possible career paths."
Perhaps the most important part of the UPals experience is the required participation
by each student's parents, who attend a one-day orientation before classes begin. Because
the parents did not attend college themselves, these sessions provide them with
information about how to prepare their children for high school and college.
The students' day runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The students go through a simulated daily
routine of going to college, which includes attending classes in the morning, having
lunch with classmates, being part of study groups, going to the library and participating in
other scheduled activities.
Courses are taught by UConn faculty and also by community members. Current UConn
students act as mentors and group leaders for the middle-schoolers. Each Friday
afternoon, the program takes the middle-schoolers to visit a range of businesses in the
community such as Stamford Hospital, the Stamford Advocate, the Marriott Courtyard
hotel, Purdue Pharma and the City of Stamford.
The program has been met with enthusiastic support from the Stamford community.
It is funded primarily through corporate and foundation grants, with in-kind resources
from the UConn Stamford campus.

AROUND UCONN • INVESTING IN THE FUTURE

Left: John K. Marti n, UConn Found ation president ;
Robert Crisp in '75 M.B.A., CEO of INGInvestm ent
Management; Kathleen Murphy '87 J. D., CEO of ING
U.S. Wealth Manageme nt ; Provost Peter Nicholls;
Mohamed Hussein , interi m dean of the School of
Busines s; and Ronald Taylor, vice provost for
multicultural affa irs.

ING names UConn as priority
for recruitment
NG has named UConn to be an official
priority-recruitment university as part
of its global effort to partner with higher
education institutions around the world.
The new partnership, the first of its kind
in lNG's Americas region , will include the
creation of a variety of enhancement activities and programs such as internships,
mentorships, research projects and lecture
opportunities to benefit UConn students
and faculty as well as ING employees.
"The aim ofING 's university recruitment approach is to attract talented. diverse and smart future leaders by partnering with selected universities in a focused
manner: says Kathleen Murphy '87 J.D..
CEO ofING U.S. Wealth Management.
"The University of Connecticut embodies the characteristics we're looking for
in a leading school: a high-quality institution, a global perspective and educational
programs that fit well with the needs of a
world-class financial institution."
This newest commitment to the University strengthens a relationship between
ING and the UConn School of Business
that includes the ING Center for Financial
Services and the ING Chair in Financial
Services. The ING Center specializes in

I

research and development of real-world
solutions to marke ting challenges , such as
identifying profitable customers and optimizing customer acquisition and retention. Corporate clients have included IBM,
Bristol-Meyers and L.L. Bean.
"This effort builds on an already strong
partnership between ING and UConn, "
says Robert Crispin '75 M.B.A., chairman
and CEO ofING Investment Management
Americas . "This effort is mutually beneficial. ING gains by focusing our efforts to
recruit talented future leaders, and UConn
students get access to enhanced learning
opportunities and an edge at
becoming part of a global
business leader."
"Expanding UConn 's
relationship with ING ties
in strategically with the
University's academic
plan , which priori tizes
globalization. curricular
diversity and workforce
development. The
opportunities for
experiential learning
and mentorship will
have tremendous

benefit for students," says Peter Nicholls,
UConn provost and executive vice
president for academic affairs.
lNG's recruitment efforts will target a
variety of disciplines, primarily business,
investments, accounting and actuarial science. ING is developing programs that will
support workforce development in these
fields, including internships, scholarsh ips
an d networking events.
ING is continuing its support ofUConn
with a gift of $45°,000 over three years.
Initially, lNG's gift will support strategic
initiatives at the School of Business,
focusing on career services, financial aid
and the ING Center for Financial Services.
"lNG's latest commitment will help
us enhance the breadth and depth of
experiential learning opportunities available to UConn business students,"
says Mohamed Hussein, interim dean of
the UConn School of Business. "These
multidimensional learning experiences are
critical in preparing students for today's
dynamic workforce and allow students to
pursue cutting-edge research in the field of
financial services-an industry that is vital
to the state of Connecticut."

ATale of Giving Books
Richard Schimmelpfeng, the former head of
special collections at the Homer Babbidge
Library , has donated more than 350
volumes of Aesop's Fables from his
personal collection to the Thomas
J. Dodd Research Center. It is his
second significant gift, following
his donation of more than 400
volumes on calligraphy and
writing. He also volunteers 16
hours per week to catalog rare
and special materials, a task
he began in 1992 when
he retired after 27 years as a
member of the library staff.
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Austin legacy
honored
hilip E. Austin's legacy ofleading the University of Connecticut
through its greatest period of transformation will live
on through the establishment of a $1.5-million faculty chair in
his honor.
The Philip E. Austin Endowed Chair will fund a high ly visible
faculty position and is supported by some of the University's most
prominent donors and leaders, who each have worked closely with
Austin during his tenure as UConn president.
"Part of Phil's legacy is, obviously, the physical transformation
of UConn with the dramatic assistance of the state, " says John W.
Rowe, chairman of the board of trustees and an incorporating donor
of the Austin chair. "But beyond the bricks and mortar, he has led
the University to a much greater level of academic strength and
enhanced pride . You simply can't put a price tag on that. This institution today is a reflection of his vision and determination. "
Ray Neag '56 (BUS) says Austin's personal style ofleadership has
made a difference in attracting increasing private support to UConn .
"It's not often you can find a person with as man y qualifications
as he had as a leader and a smart businessman, as well as someone
who was adept at meeting the challenges that we faced," Neag says.
"Most of all, his personality allowed him to relate to students and
recognize all sides of the issues at hand. He's moved us to a first-class position across the country."
The Austin Chair will offer an opportunity to recruit a nationally recognized scholar and highlight the role of private giving in
recruitment and retention of preeminent faculty.
"We're at a crossroa ds today where we can grow the University even more , and we need private support to do that ," says Denis
McCarthy '64 (BUS), '65 M.A., who served as chairman of the board at the UConn Foundation during much of Austin's tenure.

P

Calhoun challenges riders to fight cancer
all of Fame men's basketball coach Jim Calhoun
addresses morethan 300 bicyclists in Simsbury, Conn., before
the inaugural Big YJim Calhoun Cancer Challenge Ride last June.
Riders pedaled 10, 25 or 50 milesto earn pledgesof support
and raised morethan $150,000 forThe Carole and Ray Neag
Comprehensive Cancer Center at the UConn Health Center and for
Coaches vs. Cancer, a programof the American Cancer Society.
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AROUND UCONN • EVENTS CALENDAR
JORGENSEN CENTER FOR
THE PERFORMING ARTS
860-486-1629
www.jorg ensen.ct-arts.com

I

March 27, 8 pm
GISElLE

Supported by the Connecti cut
Comm ission on Culture & Tour ism

B.F.A. Scholarship Show
April 23-May 9

I

I

St. Petersburg Ballet Theatre
Ap ril y.B pm
LATIN FEST 2008

Nov. 28, 8 pm
PAUL TAYLOR DANCE

Dance Cabaret

Inventive and happily
unpredictable dance makers

no

April 8,
pm
PAUL GALBRAITH

Dec. 1, 8 pm
BOSTON POPS HOLIDAY CONCERT

Including theirpopularChristmas
Carol sing-along
Dec. 7-8, 8 pm
THES BROWNS

Onefamily, 5 Steinways, and 50 fingers
Jan. 31,7:30 pm
UCONN PIANO TRIO

Classical Guitar

no

April 11 ,
pm
BEAUX ARTS TRIO

Piano, violin, cello
Apri l 24, 8 pm
DAVE HOLLAND SEXTET

Defining the best injazz
Ap ril 24- May 3,8 & 2 pm
THE THREEPENNY OPERA

Performing Beethoven, Panetti
and Brahms

Connecticut Repertory Theatre

BALLARD INSTITUTE AND
MUSEUM O F PUPPETRY
860- 486-460S
Open F-Sun, Noon -s pm

Ap ril 27- No v. 16

Puppets Through the Lens: The Puppet
in Film, Television and the Internet
J. ROBERT DO NNELLY HUSKY
HERITAGE SPORTS MUSEUM
86 0 -486 -2240
O pen M ·F, 8 am-y pm

I

Na tional Cham pi ons Gallery,
Conn ect icut Basketb all Rotunda,
M oto r City Bowl Display,

Feb. 1, 8 pm
DON VAPPIE'S CREOLE
JAZZ SERENADERS

Traditional New OrleansJazz

Feb. S' 8 pm
TOP SECRET: THE BATILE FOR
THE PENTAGON PAPERS

L.A. Theatre Works starring Stacy Keach
Feb. l S, 8 pm
DEBORAH VOIGT, soprano

Ap ril 2, 1 & 3 pm
SLEEPING BEAUTY

UCon n All-Am ericans, NCAA
Champ ion ship Trophies
HOMER BABBIDGE LIBRARY
860 -486 -2S16
Op en M-Th, 8 arn-z am; Fri, 8 am -to pm;
Sat, 10 am-lO pm ; Sun, 10 am -2 am

Feb. 19, 8 pm
TRINITY IRISH DANCE

Cabaret

World championgoldmedalists

CONNECTICUT
REPERTORY TH EATRE
860 '486-1629

Celebrating 100 Years of United States
Government Documents

Nov. 29-DeC.7
PENTECOST
By David Edgar
Di rected by Gary M. English

Designfor the Real World: Student
Workin Communication Design at
the University of Connecticut

Feb. 21, 8 pm
ACADEMY OF ANCIENT MUSIC

Richard Eggar, harpsichord
Feb. 29- Ma r. I , 8 pm
MONTEREY JAZZ FESTIVAL

Terence Blanchard, James Moody,
Benny Green and more

Musical by
Theatreworks
USA

Permanent Exhibit - Human's

Nature: Looking Closer at the
Relationships between People
and the Environment
ECOLOGY & EVOLUTIONARY
BIOLOGY GREENHOUSES
860- 486-40S2
Op en M-F, 8 am-a pm ;
th rou gh M ay 12

I

UCONN ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
888-U C-ALUM'1

For updat ed inf ormation about
activities, scheduled exhibitions,
museums and Web sites, go to
http://uconn.edu/attractions/

I

Dramatic vocal artist

March 9, 1 &3 pm
JUNIE B. JONES

CONNECTICUT STATE MUSEUM
OF NATURAL HISTORY
860 '486-44 60
Op en T-Sat, 10 am-a pm

I

Recommendedfor ages 5 and up
M ay 2-3,8 pm
AUDRA MCDONALD, soprano

Zdenek Macal conducts
AII-Dvordck Program

Story: The Historyof the University
of Connecticut

June 6-7-Reunion Weekend

American classic for youngand old

March 6, 8 pm
CZECH PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA

Permanent Exhibit - The UConn

I

Feb. 3, 1 & 3 pm
THE WIZARD OF OZ

WILBUR CROSS GALLERY
Open M- F, 8 am oS pm

I

Feb. 28- M arch 8
LOVE'S LABOUR'S LOST
By Will iam Shakespeare
March 27-April 6
MEET THE SAMSAS
Puppet Art s Product ion

Gallery on the Plaza, Through Dec. 21

Gallery on th e Plaza, Jan. 22-Mar. 7

Photography of Marcia Reed Marsted
Stevens Gallery, Jan. 22-M ar. 7

Pamela Bramble and Frank Bramble:
Remnants, Glyphs and Palimpsests
Gallery on th e Plaza and Stevens
Gallery, Mar. 17-May 16

TH E WILLIAM BENTON
MUSEUM OF ART
860-486-4S20
www.benton .uconn.edu
Open T·F: 10-4:3° pm, S·Sun: 1-4:30 pm

I

I

Thr ou gh Dec. 16
RODIN: A MAGNIFICENT OBSESSION
Sculpture from th e Iri s and
B. Gerald Canto r Fou nd ation

Rail, Rural and River:
The Art ofJo hn Fleming Gould

Th rou gh M ay 11
ROME ITALYAND EUROPE
Classical tradition and the Roman

~t~~~~ landscape
Jan. 22-Ma rch 30
TH E ART OF GAMAN: ARTS &
CRAFTSFROM THE JAPANESE
INTERNMENT CAMPS

Regional Campus
Happenings

TH OMAS J. DODD
RESEARCH CENTER
860-486-2S 16
Gallery open M , 8:30 arn-z pm ,
T·F, 8:30 am-4:30 pm , Sat, noon -a pm

Jan. 22- Mar. 7

The Ethnic American Press: Cultural
Maintenance and Assimilation Roles
Ma r. 17-May 16
CONTEMPORARY ART GALLERIES
860-486-1S11
O pen M· F 8:30 am-4 :30 pm

I

AVERY POINT
Alexey von Schlippe Gallery ofArt,
Branford House : Nov. z-Dec . 16Work s by Gar Waterman & Joann e
Schma ltz , Alst on Stone y Conley and
Kim Sobel. M ar. 7·Apr. 20-Works
by Pam ela Pike Gordiner, Lise
Lemeland , Anneli e Skoog and
Gret chen H ig gins . Apr. 2s-June 8Wor ks by Jim Sardo nis , Lois Goglia ,
Denn Sant or o and Carol Dunn .
GREATER HARTFORD
UConn School of law: Feb. 8,
Conne ct icut Publi c Interest Law
Journ al Symp osium : Effect of the
Intern et on Electio n Campa ign ing
Feb. 29, Gallivan Sympos ium :
Sustainable Development, Green
Build ing and t he Law.
TORRINGTON
All Events: FrancisHogan lecture Hall
All events 6:30-9 pm
Litchfield County Writer 's Project:
Mar. 26-Tomm y Simpson and Karen
LaFleur; Apr. 2-Helen Ho ughton ;
April 9- Elizabeth Thomas; April
16- Susan Kinsolving; Apri l zj-Robin
Magowan and Juliet Matt ila; April
24- Hon or Moor e

Ornithology
Feb. 11 - April 4, 2008
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Aiming high to score

low in golf
PEZZINO HELPS GOLFERS IMPROVE THEIRGAME
hile he was in college, Dave Pezzino thought he might
become a golf professional. Or maybe he would enter
the world of business.
But as a collegiate golfer at St. Thom as University in Miam i,
Fla., he becam e a student head coach under the guidance of a
faculty advisor during his senior year; upon gradu ation , he was
asked to stay on as coach. He then led his team to con secutive
NAIA National Champ ionship appearances, won the Florida Sun
Conference title, had six players earn all-conference honors and
was named 19 98 Coach of the Year in the conference.
"My heart is in teaching, coaching an d being able to work with
young people," says Pezzino , who was named coach of the UConn
men's golf team after the retirement of Ron Dubois earlier this
year. "You have to coach each student-athlete differently. That's
where my job comes in, knowing what my players want and what
makes them successful."
Pezzino brings to UConn more than decade of coaching and
teaching experience with some of the top instructors in golf.
In addition to coaching at St. Thomas, he served seven years as
head women's golf coach at Florida Intern ational University and

W

Head golf coach Dave Pezzino talks with L. J. Tosches '09 (CLAS) about his golf
swing during a practice sess ion on the driving range.

last year as an assistant men 's coach at the University of Illinois.
While at FIU, he also worked at the Jim McLean Golf School at
Doral Golf Resort, considered one of the premier golf teaching
facilities in the world.
"I like to consi der myself a person who puts a good culture and
environment together for the guys to score. It's not my way, it's
their way," Pezzino says. "Working with Jim McLean I learned
that there is no one way to swing a golf club. Ultimately the
question is: where is the golf ball going? "
Since arriving in Storrs, Pezzino has worked closely with the
golf team dur ing its fall season , even as he organizes an early start
to the spring season and plans to strengthen the golf program.
"Every college player can bomb it, but if you can chip and putt,
you'll be a great college player," he says. "I'm teaching them to
be shot makers. If you can score well on par 5s, throw a bunch of
eraser scores-meaning 2S , 3s and 4s-then you can be extremely
competitive. I think that's wher e our team is going to get better."
In addition to improving players' skills, Pezzino is working with
UConn 's strength and condit ioning staff to assess his team 's "golf
fitness" by using standards of the Titleist Performance Institute,
an arra y of physical testing used by the world's top golfers.
As for the challenge of coaching a warm weather sport in
New England , Pezzino is quick with his response.
"I won't settle for that as a recruiting disadvantage, " he says,
leaning forward . "We have a first-class athletic department and
an amazing academic and athletic experienc e here . We're going to
playa strong sched ule, and I'm going to recruit as hard as I can to
bring in the best student-athletes I can."

Taurasi's Triple

FootbaLL gains national ranking

D

anked No. 13 in the Bowl Championship Series
Standings, No. 16 in the AP Poll and No. 16 in the USA
Toda y Coaches' Poll in earl y November, the UConn football
team became the second-fastest team on record to earn a
national ranking. Since join ing the th en- Division I-A (now
Football Bowl Subdivision) in 2002 , UConn needed
five years and 10 weeks to crack the AP Poll.
Only Mar shall, which joined I-A in 1997 ,
ha s done it faster. This season marks
the third time in the past five years that
the Huskies have been bow l eligible.
Tailback Andre Dixon '0 9 (CLAS),
right, is one of UConn's
leadin g players.

iana Taurasi '05 (CLAS) of
th e Pho enix Mercury dri ves
past Swin Cash ' 0 2 (CLAS) of
the Detroit Shock du ring the
2007 WNBA Finals . In leading
Pho enix to the WNBA
Championship, Taurasi joins
Cash and Sue Bird ' 0 2 (CLAS)
as the third member of UConn's
2002 NCAA Champions to
win a NCAA championship,
an Olympic gold medal and a
WNBA title. Kara Wolters ' 97
(CLAS) was the first Husky
to reach such elite status.

R

Zak Penwell
ak Penwell '08 (ED) is a 27-year-old exercise science major who served more than sixyears in the U. S. Air Force in
Kuwait, Korea, Afghanistanand Iraq. The son ofmissionaries living in the Philippines, he is married and thefather
oftwo young children. He wasa walk-on defensive tackle for the Huskiesfootball team who wasawarded a scholarship
earlier this year by head coach Randy Edsall.

Z

How has being in the military made you different in pursing your studies and focus ing your life?
It's taught me about handl ing d ifferent kinds of adversity. I've fallen on my face several times . I've learned
from that. Now when I face an obstacle, I face it a bit differently.
Military te rm ino logy often is used in talk ing about football. Having been in real military situations
does that make sense?
I th ink most of the time football can be a metaphor for war. There are lessons to be learned, and
if you can use that to get the point across, then it can be taken at face value.
Your teammates have a lot of respect for you because of your background. What have you learned
from them ?
A lot of times I take th ings too seriously. It's a lot of fun being in the locker room with these
guys . You see that they can be serious, but they know how to go out and have fun. I definitely t ry and
take that away from them . And they can dance better than I can .
What was the ha rde st part about coming bac k to play afte r so long?
Getting my head kicked in every day at the beg inning. When I first got here I was be ing thrown around
all over the place . Now I'm mo re competitive.
Can you tra nslate yet what you're lea rning in t he classroom to what you 're doing as an athlete?
I'm not writing my own wor kouts because we have amazing strength coaches-Gerry Mart in and
Drew Wilson . But I can work on my own pre- and post-workout nut rition. A lot of it is getting ideas,
building what I be lieve wor ks so that someday I know what I want to do with it.
How do you bala nce your ob ligations to t he team a nd in th e clas s room with your family res po nsibilities ?
All three a re great cho ices I en joy. It makes for a time crunch , but we set one day a week for family,
our day off on Monday. There are a lot of late nights with the books , too.
Wha t are your long-term goa ls afte r you ea rn yo ur de g ree?
I want to get my master's in kinesiology. Hopefully I'll be able to put myself in a position to get inte rnships
and job exper ience , poss ibly with the U.S. Olympic Committee Training Center next summer or working
in the inte rnatio nal arena. My wife is a midwife by trade. We hope to go overseas to a developing nation
to set up a health clinic and to support that center through my work as a strength coach .
FALL /W INTE R 200 7
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Deep sea exploration for Earth's survival
AVERY POINT MARINE SCIENTIST LEADS UNPRECEDENTED EFFORT TO CHART DEEPWATER SEA LIFE
t was the eighth day of a thr ee-week
voyage over the most notorious body of
water on the planet, the Sargasso Sea, also
know as the Bermuda Triangle, which is
bord ered by major currents in the Atlantic
Ocean . In the heart of the legend ary sea,
Ann Bucklin, director of marine sciences
at UConn's Avery Point campus, had assembled 23 researchers from more than
a dozen countries on a hunt to captu re,

I

identi fy and bar code the genetic
makeup of creatures often too small to
be seen individuall y with the naked eye zooplankton.
"They playa pivotal role in the ocean's
ecosystem, " says Bucklin about the
species, "and are a hu ge engine of
produ ctivity in ocean life."
Menti on the word "zooplankton" and
most people's eyes glaze over. However, for

Bucklin , these vibrantly colored, minute
sea animals that drift with ocean curr ents
represent the last of Earth's great unexplored frontier s. Both at sea and from her
laborato ry, Bucklin is at the forefront of an
unprecedented global effort to explore the
deepest und erwater regions , find zooplankt on , bar code their DNA and make
the information available on the Intern et.
Retrieval of microscopic organisms

from a mile below the ocean surface is
more than just scientific curiosity. With
two-thirds of Earth covered by water, an
increasing number of marine biologists
believe that the planet's survival may ultimately depend on how well we understand
and manage sea life. Zooplankton playa
major role in that understanding.
"They are translators of microbial
productivity within the ocean's ecosystem, "
says Bucklin, who is also a Fulbright scholar and Fellow of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science. "Their
dispersal and abundance not only reflect
the effects of climate change , but also as
the primary food of commercial fish, they
also playa pivotal role in the ocean's food
chain that we harvest."
The Sargasso expedition took place on
board the R.H. Brown, a flagship of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. It was part of the Census of Marine
Zooplankton , an ocean realm field project
of the Census of Marine Life, whose mission is to produce a complete assessment
of the oceanic world's animal kingdom
by 2010 . The expedition research team
included UConn doctoral students Paola
Batta Lena, Brian Ortman, Ebru Unal and
post-doctoral student Rob Jennings.
Traditionally, oceanographers preserve
samples collected from sea and take them
back to laboratories on land . For the Sargasso voyage, however, Bucklin designed
a new, analytical, assembly-line approach.
For the first time , DNA sequencing of zooplankton was attempted on a rocking , rolling ship. Work took place in shifts around
the clock, at times during swells of up to
10 feet. Nevertheless, UConn laboratory
equipment enabled the crew of scientists
to analyze DNA samples immediately with
no preservation required, thereby reducing
chance of error.
The zooplankton were gathered from
different depths, the deepest being the
Abyssal Region, approximatel y 15,000
feet below the surface. "These are mostly
unexplored places that possess a huge diversity of species," says Bucklin, "probably
hundreds we've never seen before."

"We expected to find new species ," says
Bucklin, "because we were sampling in
the deepest parts of the ocean where tiny
animals are rarely captured."
The organisms were then cataloged
and prepared for bar coding . To that end,
Bucklin arranged for one of two genetic analyzers from her laboratory to be
brought aboard . The machine, about the
size of a freezer, analyzes DNA and then
assigns it a bar code. That information is
then transferred to a computer file where
it will eventually become part of a global
database identifying all known plants and
animals on Earth.
"Bar coding is about speeding up the
acquisition of knowledge ," says Bucklin.
"DNA is a universal language that provides
a key to understanding the diversity of life."

smaLL to be seen with
zoopLankton pLaya
. in the ocean's ecosystem.

To capture minute creatures measuring
to 3 millimeters in length , the researchers
used extremely fine nitrex nylon attached
to more than 3,300 feet of cable. "Imagine
the largest butterfly net you ever saw,"
says Bucklin.
It was actually a series of nine nets ,
which , upon reaching certain depths , were
electronicall y opened and then reeled in
by mechanical crane . Attached to the back
of each net was a "cod end," or canister,
into which the zooplankton were collected.
These canisters were rushed to the ship 's
lab wher e the "catch" was then scrutinized
by taxonomists conversant with the
species. Some of what they saw was
completely unfamiliar to them .

1

The Sargasso expedition returned
with more than 100 bar codes done
and thousands of zooplankton samples
representing some 500 species , several
dozen of which are believed previously
undiscovered. However, with 7,000 known
genuses, or types, of these animals in the
world, and estimates that twice that number actually exists, much work lies ahead .
Back in her third-floor office overlooking
Long Island Sound, Bucklin is planning
her next expedition, this time in the Southeastern Atlantic off the coast of Africa.
"This research will provide a baseline
against which future generations can
measure changes to the zooplankton and
their provinces caused by pollution, overfishing , climate change and other shifting
environmental conditions ," says Bucklin.
"But it's ultimately about gaining a better
understanding of how today's oceans
function as a system and how that system
interfaces with the rest of our planet. "
-Ron Meshberg
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BREAST CANCER DEVICE
MOVES To CLINICAL TRIALS
The imaging device developed by a UConn
resea rcher that will provide more accurate breast
cancer diagnoses and treatment assessment
has advanced to wider clinical trials through a
four -year, $' .36 million grant from the Nat ional
Institutes of Health (NIH).
The invention by Quing Zhu , associate
professor of electrical and computer eng inee ring in the School of Engineering, combines near
infrared and ultrasound imaging to overcome
the limitations that plague individual technologies. The NIH award will allow her to refine the
techn ique and validate initial, prom ising results
in distinguishing benign and early-stage malignant breast tumors from a larger pat ient poo l.
Approximately 300 breast cancer pat ients will
be recruited from the UConn Health Center
and Hartford Hospital to part icipate in the study.
Last year, Zhu was honored with a Connecticut
Women of Innovat ion award in recognition of
her outstand ing contribut ions toward science.
In addition, she was selected a Donaghue
Investigator by the Donaghue Foundation,
West Hartford , Conn., and in spring 2007, she
was elected to membersh ip in the Connecticut
Academy for Science and Engineering.

Mapping the emergence of cicadas
team of biologists from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences descended on
northern Illinois this past spring to map the mass emergence of millions of 17-year
cicadas. They used a global positioning system (GPS) in combination with computerized
data entry to accurately track the spectacle of a brood of periodical cicadas emerging. It
was the first time the technology has been used for such a purpose.
The UConn researchers were led by Christine Simon, professor of ecology and evolutionary biology and a leading expert on periodical cicadas, and John Cooley, assistant
professor in residence. They were mapping the emergence of Brood XIII cicadas, which
hatched in 19 90 .
Periodical cicada broods usu ally take about two weeks to emerge, depending on
temp eratures. The periodica ls, which differ from the less numerous, shorter-lived
ann ual cicadas, live underground as nymphs for 13 or 17 years, where they feed on the
roots of plants. When the insects emerge, they finish maturing, mate, lay eggs in the
twigs of trees , and die , leaving a litter of shells behind. The eggs hatch, the nymp hs fall
to the ground, and the cycle begins again . On one of the first days of the Brood XIII's
emergence, more than 100,000 cicadas surrounded a single tree in a forest preserve in
suburban Chicago , Cooley says.
During their brief time above ground, cicadas dominate the landscape. They coat
the trees , and their shells coat the ground. Their synchronized, dawn-to-dusk buzza common sound effect in horror movies-is so loud that biologists counting them
often wear ear protection.
The maps developed by the UConn researchers will help biologists
understand more about the range of this species, where it will reemerge
in 2024, and how its distribution is affected by other broods that emerge
in different years.
In 2008, Brood XIV is due to come out over much of the eastern
U.S., from Maryland to Cape Cod (skipping Connecticut) , from Long Island
(
to Ohio , and as far south as Tennessee.

A

I

Pharmacy study bolsters herbal
effect on common cold
esearchers in the School of Pharmacy say the most popu lar herba l su pplement in
the United States, echinacea, cuts the chances of catching the common cold by 58
percent and reduces the duration of the common cold by 1.4days. The UConn stu dy was
published in the July 2 0 07 issue of the prominent British me dical jou rnal, The Lancet
Inf ectious Diseases.
The study, known as a meta-analysis, com bined the results of 14 clin ical trials involving
mor e than 1,3 00 patient s followed for echinacea's effect on preventing the com mo n cold
and mor e than 1,600 patient s followed for the herbal suppleme nt's effect on limitin g the
dur ation of the com mon cold.
The UConn findings stand in contras t to a study publi sh ed recentl y in the New England
Journal of Medicine, which discoun ted echinacea's cold-fighting effects. Instead, the UConn
researc h bolsters a previous study that foun d the herb to be an effective trea tme nt for the
common cold and also provides new evidence of its added cold-preven tion benefits.
Because the UConn study focused on ran domized, placebo-controlled, peer-reviewed
stu dies, the researchers were able to observe the effects of echinacea tha t sma ller,
individual studies-including the New England Journal of Medicine stu dy-were not able
to determine alone .
UConn resear che rs determ ined that echinacea reduced the incidence of contracting
the common cold whether it was taken alone or in combi nation with other herbal supplemen ts. They also foun d echinacea reduc ed the chance of catching the common cold
whether study subjects were exposed to viruses naturally or inocula ted with a particular
virus as part of the stu dy.
"The take-home message from our study is that echi nacea does indeed have powerful
cold-prevention and cold-treatment benefits," says Craig Colem an, assis tant professor
of pharmacy practice and lead author of the study. "The significance of that finding becomes clear when you consider Ame ricans suffer from 1 billion colds ann ually and spend
about $i.5 billion annually for doctor's visits and another $2 billion an nually on non-prescription cough and cold treatm ent s."
Colem an says futur e studies are needed to control for variables such as ech inacea
species and product preparation as well as to determine the prop er dose before echinacea
can become the first-line of preventi on and treatm ent for the com mon cold.
UConn researc hers included C. Michael White,
associate professor of pharmacy practice; researc h
fellows Sachin A. Shah and Mike Rinaldi; and former
research fellow Stephen Sanders.

R

UConnbioacoustics
expert explores hearing
loss in dogs
A UConn hear ing expert has adapted human
audiology technology to dogs and opened what
appears to be the first site in the United States
that offers hearing loss testing for canines.
Peter Sche ifele, an imal bioacoustics researcher
in the College of Agriculture and Natural
Resources, says animal audiology is an emerging
field of study and the only other similar lab is in
the United Kingdom. Hearing loss in dogs is now
recogn ized in more than 60 breeds , he notes.

Scheifele tests the dogs' hearing using
computers that record the electrical activity of
the brain, known as the Auditory Brainstem
Response. Equipment is modified to fit floppy ears
and increased hearing range in order to measure
a change in the dog's brain waves when a noise
is produced. Because the test measures brain
waves, it does not rely on the dog 's having a
conscious reaction to the noise.
One key part of this research , Scheifele says ,
is to establish a baseline for what "normal"
canine waveforms look like.
"We must build a database using every dog we
test, and we're testing normal dogs , deaf dogs
and dogs going deaf," he says. "As we get more
data from hundreds of dogs , we can begin to
establish some hearing norms for can ines."
Scheifele ant icipates the bioacoustics lab
will eventually serve a broad market . Ultimately,
he hopes that having opened the UConn
bioacoustic lab will lead to the opening of
animal audiology clinics nationwide .
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Spotlight on STUDENTS

Change agent in action
DEVORAH DONNELL SEEKS CHALLENGES WHILE LEARNING ABOUT PEOPLE

rom an early age, Devorah Donnell
'09 (CLAS) has enjoyed initiating
change, learning about people and
helping others in any way she can . A
stu dent in the honors program majoring in biological sciences with a minor
in physiology and neurobiology, she has
taken on academic and community service
challenges.
Donnell, who is both a Nutmeg Scholar
and a john and Valerie Rowe Medical
Scholar, was admi tted to the UConn
School of Medicine thro ugh the com-
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bined B.S./M.D program. Last winter, she
worked with joseph Crivello, professor of
physiology and neurobiology, to organize
a Pre-Medical Society for UConn undergraduate students. She is now president
of the organization, which has more than
500 members .
"The purpose of the society is to reach
out to the community, allow pre-med
students to get medical experience and
to help them with course selection," says
Donnell. "It gives students a chance to
understand what they 're getting into."

Community work is also one of
Donnell's passions, and for the past three
years she has been volunteering at the
School of Medicine's Migrant Farmer
Health Clinic, which provides free health
care for migrant farm workers from
jam aica, Mexico, Guatem ala and Puerto
Rico. Doctors, medical students and undergraduates work together to diagnose and
treat patien ts.
"My curiosity is nonstop," Donnell says.
"I learn everything I can when I'm there."
While working at the clinic she has
learned how to take a patient history,
measure vital signs , conduct physical
exams and recognize several diseases ,
disor ders and infections. She uses her
ability to speak Spanish fluently to
work more effectively with patients.
Donnell also volunteered in UConn's
Service Learning in the Dom inican Republic program in May, providing HIV/AIDS
education and teaching English, before
participating last sum mer in UConn 's
Sum mer Research Fellowshi p Program ,
where she assis ted in conducting stemcell researc h in a lab at the UConn Health
Center.
"I cultured cells mos t of the day, and
I learn ed a lot about lab techniq ue,"
Donnell says. "I love that medicine has
both a science and a human component."
Even with her busy schedule, she man ages to seek other personal connections.
She founded En Pointe, a ballet club at
UConn with 50 members, and is a
member of the UConn Honors Council.
"A lot of what I'm doing at UConn is
learning about myself and my passions ,"
Donnell says. "I have this drive to help
people and understand the world around
me . Hopefully, that will make me a
well-roun ded physician who can relate to
my patients." - Kala Kachmar '10 (CLAS)

Sailing through the past
he UConn Stud y Abroad program provides memorable experiences for stu dents ,
but for Logan Senack '08 (CLAS) an d Erica Whyte ' 10 (CLAS) their summer stu dy
program was uni que . Th ey sailed across the Atlant ic Ocean on the Amistad, the replica
of the 19th-cent ury sailing ship from Cuba tha t was comma ndeere d by 53 Africans who
were kidna pped for slavery in 1839 and
freed by a Connecticu t court.
After six weeks on board, someti mes
sailing th rou gh squalls, Whyte and
Sena ck learn ed to walk on a bobbing
ship, swab the deck, climb the riggin g,
and, occasion ally, crawl into the head rig,
a hammock-like spot in the bow, to read
books. They becam e sailors.
The reprodu ction sh ip-abou t 129 feet
lon g and about 23 feet wide-is slightly
larger than the original, based on historic
records, in order to accommodate new techn ology, including a global satellite positioning
device, electronics, an d two diesel engi nes . But for most of the jou rn ey, the ship was
powere d by win d, as it would have been in the 19th cen tury.
The two UConn students were among seven college stu dents- four from the United
Kingdom an d three from the Unite d States-au gm enting the professiona l crew who
sailed the Amistad on from New Haven to Englan d, on the first leg of its 2° °7-08
Atlantic Freedom Tour. In the fall, a new group of stu dents con tin ued on to Sierra
Leon e and the Caribbean , replicating the trian gular sea -route of the slave trade.
Funda men tal to their voyage was learn ing the detailed history of the tran satlantic
slave trade , the origi nal La Amistad, and the slaves who eventually won their freedom
in a Connecticut court. Before setting sail, the seven stude nts aboard visited
location s lin ked to the Amistad uprisin g and the slave trade.
"Taking the time duri ng class to have discu ssion s about wha t we're
learning and how it relates to today's world was great ," says Senack, an
enviro nme ntal scie nce major. "The re are so m any different Viewpoints
am on g the crew and the students that mo st of the conversations could have
continued for hour s."
He says one of his best m emories of the ocean voyage is seeing "a pod of
50 dolphin s playin g in th e bow wave, almos t close eno ugh to touch."
Whyte was so m oved by the Amistad story that she want s to
relay to others what she has learn ed. She developed her expe riences int o seven songs, including the "Amis tad Sea Chant ey,"
which is being sung this fall by the crew of stude nts on the
secon d leg of the journey.
"I joined the Amistad America program becau se of
my two darlings-coastal stu dies an d African-American
studies. After listening to an d talking with a dozen bright
an d charismatic cura tors from different museums, I feel
it is my turn to tell the story," Whyte says. "They were
the me ntors I needed to equip me with in form ation to
keep this rema rkab le story alive." - Lucinda Weiss

T
"1 joined the
Amistad America
program because
of my two darlingscoastal studies and
African-American studies
- Erica Whyte '10 (eLAS)
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Meet
Mike Hogan

M

ichael J. Hogan became the 14th president

of the University of Connecticut just as the new
academic year began in September. An American
diplomacy scholar, he previously served as executive
vice president and provost at the University of Iowa
and as executive dean of the Colleges of Arts and
Sciences at The Ohio State University. He discussed
his new role with UCONNmagazine.
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What attracted you ro UConn?
I have known about UConn for years, in
part through eme ritus professor Tom
Paterson, a very close colleague who taught
in the University's history departm ent.
Of course , UConn's academ ic reputation
has just been soaring over the last decade,
so I have learn ed about UConn in that
sense and in man y academic circles.
The state of Connecticut and its taxpayers
have been very good to the University
of Connecticut; they are proud of their
investment and the dividends that
investment has paid. This notion has been
reinforced when I spoke with Governor
ReI!, state legislators, donors and alumni
as well. They're very proud of UConn's
rise in prominence-rightfully so.

You've been a change agentas a department
head, dean and provost. How will you
approach havingoverarching responsibility
as UConn president?
As president, you are the principal
architect of the University's future . You
have a chance to set the agenda; you are
the primary advocate for the institution
and the public face to our man y constituencies. I will be a visible president who
is active on our campuses with students
and with faculty. My desire to become a
uni versity president is consistent with
my academic aspirations: I identify with
the core mission of teaching , research
and service. My motivation for becoming an academ ic administrator, including
president , was the opportunity to foster
environments in which teachers, scholars
and students can excel in their work.

You'vestatedpreviously that rankings
are important. How so?
Rankings are a benchmark of our performance as a university. There are different
rankings, but for many people, including
students, parents and alums, U.S.News
6[ World Report is the gold standard; it's
the ranking that most people look to
first. None of these rankings measures
everything that's important, certainly not
everything that would be important to
me or to the University of Connecticut.
But what is measured is important and is
indicative of what we would be tracking
even if there weren 't a U.S.News 6[ World
Report ranking. It's important to know
our student retention rate, our graduation
rate, peer recognition of our faculty and

have many more highly rated graduate
programs, and we have to beef up our
research portfolio. We need to have more
research dollars, especially sponsored
federal research invested in the
University. It's important for our alumni
to understand and be supportive of
where we want to go and what it's going
to take to achieve these goals. What's
important is that our alums maintain
their identity and engagement with
UConn. To the extent that we proceed
on our current upward trajectory, not
only will the students of today and the
alums of tomorrow be walking out of
here with a degree that's much more
valuable, so too will all UConn alumni.

You've discussed the importanceofprivate
supportfor public universities in your
previous writings. What role will private
supportplay in UConn'sfuture?
Public universities in New England were
among the last to do what private universities have done since their inceptionthat is raise private funds to support the
university. That's the margin of support
that separates a good university from a
great university. It's important for our
friends, our donors and alums to understand that we won't be as good as they
want us to be and that we won't be able
to continue our climb to the ranks of truly
great public universities nationwide unless
we get substantial increases in private
support. Let's look at scholarships. All

the level of support we have from alumni.
We have one of the highest alumni giving
rates in the country at 24 percent; that's
an incredible statistic. These things tell
us not only how we're doing compared to
peer institutions but also how well we're
performing against our own goals.

How do you make thesechanges to
elevate UConn's academicprofile
without alienating alumni?
Part of the evolution of a university is the
continued cultivation of new traditions
and aspirations of greater achievements
building on the past. As a historian, I'm
fascinated with understanding change
over time. This isn't the same university
it was when many of our current alumni
were here 20, 30 and 40 years ago. Every
generation of students and faculty, and
every university president, stands on the
shoulders of those who came before. We
can be better today because a decade or
two ago the students who were here were
better than those who came before they
did, just as those students were in the
years before that.

qualified students should be able to
attend, regardless of their family's financial capacity. We have to be able to help
them in other ways. Partly we help them
by going to alumni and friends to raise
funds for need-based and merit-based
scholarships. Private support, which
includes our growing endowment, will
not replace tuition or state support as a
primary revenue stream, but it will add
the margin of excellence needed for us
to achieve our goals.

How can we improveour ranking and
reputation, and what role will alumni play?
We have improved our ranking among
public universities over the years, from
38 to 24; however, moving up into the top
20 will be a greater challenge . There's
plenty of work ahead of us , and alumni
assistance will be critical. Ifwe look at our
rank among public universities, our peer
group is no longer just New England
schools. We're now competing on a
national stage. To compete, we need to

How does UConn's partnershipwith the
private sector helpthe state's economic growth?
UConn is a land grant institution. As such,
we're in partnership with the state and the
private sector. Those partnerships are
critical because they help to generate
Continuedon page50
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More than just
a night at the

ur ing a master class held in a
rehearsal room at the Metropolitan
Opera in New YorkCity earlier
this year, veteran opera performer Anthony
Laciura bounded around the room, singing
and acting to illustrate various points to a
group of undergraduate and graduate music
students from the UConn School of Fine Arts.
Laciura encouraged Jennifer Darius '01 (SFA), a soprano, to
imagine extreme emotions while singing "Vissi D'Arte," an aria
from Tosca. Her resulting performance grew more expressive,
eliciting a broad smile and praise from the enthusiastic Met star.
Another graduate student, tenor Thaddaeus Bourne, also benefited
from Lacuira's tutelage when he delivered a strong, animated
rendition of an aria from Mozart's Magic Flute.
On the same spring day in April, 1.46 UConn students watched a
full dress rehearsal of Puccni's II Trittico and then enjoyed an evening
performance of Handel's Giulio Cesare. Between performances,
some students discussed lighting design, costumes and other
elements of opera production with stage director Sharon Thomas
and company director Stephen A. Brown.
Learning from performers, directors, stage designers, costumers
and other opera insiders at one of the world's greatest music venues
is a unique opportunity that UConn undergraduate and graduate
students experience thanks to a partnership that began five years
ago. The program was initiated through the efforts of Raymond
Sackler, an international philanthropist and long-time UConn
benefactor who, with his wife Beverly, established the Saclder
Artist-in-Residence Program and an annual music composition
prize in the School of Fine Arts, working with David G. Woods,
dean of fine arts, and Joseph Volpe, who was then general manager
at the Metropolitan Opera.

D
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"Our affiliation with the world-renowned Metropolitan Opera
sets us apart from other universities, conservatories and schools,"
says Woods. "It provides our students with experiences and opportunities that enhance their artistic understandings and their
knowledge of art."
"The Met had never done this before with any university," says
dramatic arts professor Tim Saternow. "Each intern has had a different experience based on their skills, and it's also wonderful for
the Met, to develop that individual experience. "

"I don't think I would be where I am right now had it not
been for that internship," adds Daniel Jeanette ' 0 5 (SFA), an
administrative assistant in the office of Metropolitan Opera
general manager Peter Gelb.
Jeanette works with Celb's executive assistant, Rachel
Walkinton , coordinating the general manager's calendar,
answering correspondence and coordinating travel plans.
During his internship, Jeanette secured copyright permissions
for musical examples for an opera curriculum for elementary
school children in grades K-4. He also helped coordinate activities for the semi-final and final
concerts of National Council. a kind of American Idol
for the opera world, which he describes as the largest
search in the country for rising opera talent.
Like Jeanette, other former UConn-Metropolitan
Opera interns agree that their experience helped
advance their careers in the arts.
On his first day as a technical intern at the Met,
[erad Schomer '07 M.F.A. watched a lighting rehearsal for Oifeo
ed Euridice, by Christoph Willibald Gluck. To his surprise, the
show's lighting designer, UConn alumnus James Ingalls '72
(SFA), invited Schomer to view the performance sitting with
him at the lighting board . It was a highlight of Schomer's final

"Our affiliation with the world
renowned Metropolitan Opera sets
us apart from other universities,
conservatories and schools."
Gary English, head of the department of dramatic arts , adds
that the internships "give our students a professional gateway
into a professional life ... and shape their life in a much more
immediate and aggressive way. "
The nine students who have been interns since the collaboration
began agree the experience has helped jump-start their careers .
Mark Spain '04 M.F.A. arrived at the Met in early 2003 when
he was a third-year graduate student in costume design and
a technical intern. It was a heady experience for the Idaho
native, who delighted in drawing pictures of people in superhero
costumes. Before enrolling at UConn, Spain earned a degree in
theater at the University ofIdaho and worked in the costume
department at the Seattle Opera.
As an intern in the Metropolitan Opera's costume shop, Spain
organized trims, fabrics and buttons; measured and priced
swatches at fabric stores for the opera's costume designers; and
repaired jewelry for the crafts department. Offered a job at the
Met after his internship, Spain chose to complete his degree ,
which he did in August 200+ The Met quickly hired him as a
stock supervisor and earlier this year, he was promoted to production supervisor. Today, in the Metropolitan Opera's fifth floor
costume shop, he is responsible for checking inventories for
each performance and ensuring that "every single piece" of each
garment and accessory is ready for prime time .
Spain coordinates costume repair and replacement work, which
sometimes involves scrutinizing photographs of past productions.
With a repertoire of 28 operas, the Metropolitan Opera has seven
new productions slated for 2°°7-08. Spain is responsible for
preparing between 100 and 500 costumes for each production. It
is a colossal task.
Spain believed for some time his career path would lead to New
YorkCity. He says the UConn-Metropolitan Opera internship
program helped him to arrive sooner and provided an inside track
to the contacts and friendships he has developed at the Opera .
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semester as a scenic design major in the UConn master of fine
arts program.
Schomer spent much of the time updating Met production
history databases but was thrilled to get an assignment to draw
trees for a production of Macbeth. Those drawings, he says, played
a role in his hiring soon after graduation at I. Weiss, a theatrical
supplier of theatrical draperies and backdrops.
"I haven't seen all the benefits I'm sure that the internship is
going to bring me in my career," says Schomer. "But it's already
paying off."
For Lindsay Muir '00 (SFA), the Met internship provided a different kind of artistic experience, even for someone who grew up
surrounded by musicians. As the daughter of the founder of the
Litchfield (Conn.) Performing Arts organization, she was involved
with the world of music for many years and studied vocal performance at UConn. Her experience working on projects for several
departments at the Met during her administrative internship
provided a broader view of arts administration.
Sifting through old programs and photographs, she assembled
an online database of every opera in the house and every performer who had ever performed there. For the development office,
Muir lined up in-kind donations from corporate sponsors for gift
bags for an end-of-season cocktail party, working with the likes
of Godiva Chocolates and Saks Fifth Avenue, among others. She

later worked as development coordinator for The Performing Arts
Center at Purchase College, State University of New York,before
returning to Litchfield Performing Arts, where she is director of
marketing and promotions for the organization's jazz festival and
summer camp. She recently released a compact disc of her own
music, You're Nearer: Love Songs of the )os and '40s.
Similarly, Cully Long '04 (SFA) says his experience as a
technical intern at the Met provided him with a rare opportunity
to interact with "big-name, internationally known designers" he
otherwise would not have had the opportunity to meet at such an
early point in his career, including the chance to observe director
Julie Taymor and George Tsypin (the show's designer) prepare
for their production of The Magic Flute. Today Long is a freelance
designer whose clients include several opera companies. He
recently published a book of his illustrations, A Line: Sketch
Portraits from the New York City Subway.
As this year's group of interns prepares to head to New York
City, the UConn partnership with the Metropolitan Opera
continues to grow. Beginning this December, UConn will
become the only university in New England to provide
Metropolitan Opera simulcasts, scheduled for Saturdays at
the Jorgensen Center for the Performing Arts.

For information about the simulcasts, visit wwwjorgensen.ct-arts.com
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Tulane President
Scott Cowen '6 8 (BUS) .
from Katrina as a
in the New Orleans
BY KENNETH BEST
s the helicopter rose up from a
levee along the swollen Mississippi River on Aug. 31, 2005, Scott
S. Cowen '6 8 (BUS) saw for the first time
the true devastation Hurricane Katrina
had wrought on New Orleans . For four
days the president ofTulane University
rode out the storm with several other
high-level administrators on the first floor
of the university's recreation center. After
the rains and wind subsided and he first
surveyed the damage to Tulane's main
campus a few miles north of the French
Quarter, Cowen saw roofs needing repairs,
broken windows and tree branches strewn
on the ground.
"It wasn't that bad," he recalls about his
first thought at the time. "It was just a
matter of cleaning up and patching."
Then Lake Pontchartrain pushed its
levees to the breaking point and New
Orleans began to drown , along with much
of Tulane's two camp uses. Two-thirds of
the 84 buildings on the main uptown
campus and the 17 buildings on its
downtown campus would suffer more
than $600 million in damage. With the
entire city already evacuated, including
Tulane's 2,514 faculty, 4,000 staff and its
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13,214 students, Cowen and his remaining
staff began their own escape, which took
72 hours.
The first time they tried to get a helicopter, the airspace over New Orleans was
under military control. The second effort
failed because landmarks were underwater
and the pilot could not locate them. Finally,
a Tulane graduate guided a helicopter pilot
close to the uptown campus. To reach the
helicopter, Cowen and the staff scurried to
find transportation via Tulane's resources.
They found a campus motorboat and
siphoned gasoline from nearby cars to start
it. Reaching dry land, they hotwired a golf
cart so they could reach a dump truck for
the trip to higher ground near the Mississippi. They carried "welcome" banners intended for freshman convocation to make
an "X" so the helicopter could identify a
landing area. When the helicopter landed,
it was on the other side of a locked fence,
so they drove the truck through the fence.
They flew to meet a plane sent by a Tulane
trustee that took them to Patterson , La.,
for the night. The next day, they traveled
to Houston, where for seven weeks Cowen
and 60 administrators lived in a hotel and
would direct the effort to preserve one of
the nation's oldest top-rated private education and research institutions.
"I wasn't sure you could close a university for a semester and come back," Cowen
recalls, sitting in his office on a warm
Louisiana afternoon two years later. In the
days before Katrina hit , he was preparing to welcome Tulane's largest and most
academically successful class of freshman
students, just a few months after announc-

J

ing a $700 million fund-raising campaign,
the largest in Louisiana history. Tulane
had closed only once before in its 173-year
history. That was for three years during
the Civil War.
"I knew we couldn 't close for a year and
come back," he says. "It was pretty clear
after the storm that this was an event of
catastrophic proportions and the university
would never be the same as before."
When Tulane reopened five months
after Katrina, a plan was in place to reduce
the size of the university by focusing
resources on its top academic and research
programs and helping to rebuild New
Orleans. More than 1,000 part-time and
full-time staff and approximately 190 fulltime faculty positions were eliminated,
academic programs were combined or
eliminated and there was a temporary

reduction in athletic teams competing in
the NCAA. Now, two years later, Tulane
has 10,600 students, 1,600 faculty and
3,000 staff.
Today in New Orleans , daily news
reports still describe the lingering scars
of Katrina and the tortoise-like movement
of the Louisiana RecoveryAuthority and
Federal Emergency Management Agency
in response to the storm. While some
sections of the city, including the French
Quarter, are thriving, recovery in the most
storm-damaged areas , such as the Ninth
Ward, remains a daily struggle.
Yetthere are uplifting reports of efforts
to rebuild the local economy and the city's
infrastructure. There are also stories of
individual successes to rebuild against
sometimes staggering odds. Standing out
among those stories is the emergence of
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Cowen as one of the leading figures in
the New Orleans recovery, not only for his
decisive leadership in restoring Tulane but
also for the vital role he has played in the
region .
The characteristics of Cowen's leadership during Katrina have been evident
since his days as a student in Metuchen
High School in New Jersey, where he
was active in student government, played
football and was voted "Did Most for MHS
While in School." He arrived at UConn as
a business and accounting major intending to play football; however, weight loss
from a viral infection ended his playing
days.
"I had a very positive experience at
U'Conn,' he says. "During the 1960s,
UConn was a pretty activist place. After
I couldn't play football I got interested
in student politics and I got a great
education."
After his recovery, Cowen turned his
attention to student activities, eventually
serving in the Student-Faculty Senate, as
pledge master of his fraternity and as academics chairman for the Class of '6 8.
Initially headed for graduate school, he

Management for 14years. He was named
the 14th president ofTulane in 1998.
At breakfast while awaiting his flight
to Houston two years ago, Cowen began
writing his first message about the task
of rebuilding Tulane on a napkin which
he then forwarded to the staff gathered in
Texas for posting to the university community, a practice that would continue until

Tulane had closed only once before
in its 173-year history. That was
for three years during the Civil War.
was drafted into the military just before the
lottery was established during the ramp-up
for the Vietnam War. Cowen decided to
enlist in Infantry Officer Candidate School.
He was posted in Turkey with the Army
Security Agency for the last of his three
years and after completing his service, he
earned both a master's and a doctorate in
business management at George Washington University. He began to establish his
credentials as a business and accounting
professor at Bucknell University and then
spent 23 years at Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, where he served
as dean of the Weatherhead School of
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the campus reopened in January 2006.
"It is difficult to describe what this situation feels like for those of us involved," he
wrote in one of his earliest e-mail messages. "It is surreal and unfathomable; yet,
there is light at the end of the tunnel. Our
focus is on the light and not the darkness."
Cowen says three decisions made within
the first 48 hours of his arrival in Houston were critical: keeping all faculty and
staff on payroll for as long as possible at
what would cost $165 million, knowing
that most, if not all, were uncertain about
their evacuated homes and families and
the future of their university; contracting

with a national firm to begin repairing the
campus; and talking with the leaders of
national higher education organizations to
make arrangements for students to have
an academic home for the fall semester.
That move resulted in 6,000 students
attending 600 colleges and universities around the United States, including
UConn (see story on the next page ).
"Thereafter, we'd meet every single day
to discuss what we needed to get done
that day," Cowen says. "What you try to do
is break down overwhelming tasks into
smaller steps so you could actually make
progress every day. It's a classic triage
exercise."
For the nearly 60 Tulane administrators
in the Houston hotel, each day was a challenge as they quickly recognized that their
tasks involved much more than working to
reopen for classes.
"We were not only rebuilding as an institution but also a community to support
that institution," recalls Earl Retif, longtime registrar who is now vice president
for enrollment management. "He had
us looking at grocery stores, elementary
schools and more. You never knew what
your task was going to be that day."
"To retain and re-recruit faculty and
staff, President Cowen understood that

he, and Tulane, would have to think about
not only the quality of Tulane's 'product'
but also the quality of life in the city of
New Orleans," says Thomas S. Langston,
chair of the department of political science
at Tulane, who is also a vice chair of the
University Senate and a member of the
President's Faculty Advisory Council.
"The university's role in founding a new
charter school for the community that
would open its doors at the same time that
Tulane re-opened is a great story. It was
exceptional that the president reacted to
(Katrina) effectively and quickly, improvising a solution that has become a model for
the rest of the community."
Another model Cowen developed to
help New Orleans is a public service
requirement for undergraduate students
to complete their degrees. Students take
classroom courses for a semester and then
are placed for a semester in a variety of
locations around the city to complete their
service. For example, students in sociology courses assist the city attorney's office
to rehabilitate blighted neighborhoods.
Cowen credits the university faculty for

developing a "substantive" public service
program that is "a rigorous academic
experience."
"Scott has been a tremendous leader in
the community," says New Orleans city
councilman-at-large Arnold Fielkow, who
worked with Cowen to develop a program
that recruits New Orleans civic leaders to
meet with national business leaders and
the media to provide information about
the city's status and seek assistance for
the post-Katrina recovery. "He is actively
involved with the New Orleans rebuilding
effort. He is tremendously respected in
all corners of the community. It is a very
unique challenge that Scott and Tulane
have put out to their students. It will pay
dividends for our community in the decades to come."
The thoughts of Tulane students who
spent the fall 2005 semester at UConn
support that view.
"President Cowen was honest with us
in the details of the recovery, even though
they were sometimes grim," says Taylor Felice of Woodbridge, Conn., who graduated
with a marketing degree last May. "More

importantly, he made everyone, including
our parents, confident that Tulane, like the
city of New Orleans, would survive. His
constant participation in the city's recovery
not only helped thousands, but it encouraged others to become involved."
"The hurricane forced everyone to make
tough decisions," says Randy Sorge, an
environmental biology major from Bridgeport, Conn., who will graduate in 2008.
"President Cowen had to make a lot of
sacrifices within the university to get it reopened...Tulane would not have recovered
the way it did without him at the helm.
He was always strong and positive. He is
a man who earned my respect."
"Because Scott has exhibited such
strong leadership, there was a push for
him to run for mayor," says Yvette Jones,
Tulane's chief operating officer and senior
vice president for external affairs. "To
me that was the ultimate crossing of the
relationship between the university and
the city. He has consistently said he has
no interest in public office. His feeling is
that by rebuilding Tulane, we're helping
to rebuild the city." Continued on page 5o

UConn helping hand kept New Orleans students on track

w

hen UConn responded to a request by the American Council on

institutions that helped us. Everybody agreed to get the students as normal

Education and the Association of American Universities for mem-

a life as possible, as quickly as possible. We're incredibly grateful for what

bers to help displaced college students from New Orleans universities, 21

they did."
Taylor Felice, a marketing major who spent the 2005 fall semester in

undergraduates from Tulane were among the 41 students from colleges in

Storrs and graduated from Tulane last spring, says, "The staff was incred-

The Big Easy that arrived in Connecticut in September 2005.
With the fall semester already underway, UConn quickly organized an as-

4.

sistance team that included academic counselors and staff from student life, residence life and the Registrar's

ible in working with me to catch up on the work that I missed while waiting
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_ ions, to decide what to do."
.,

Office to help the students from New Orleans. -Ir
The goal was to match up students with
classes comparable to those in New Orleans
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"There is no doubt that deciding to go to
UConn kept me up to speed when I came
back to Tulane," adds Randy Sorge, now a

universities and settle everyone into housing.

"I am completely on track for graduation in

"We had 6,000 students at 600 schools,"

May. Many of my friends have had to sacrifice

...

-

says Earl Retif, vice president for enrollment

11111.---their summers taking classes to make up for

management, who as Tulane's long-time registrar understood the logistics of creating new

I.'III'

student files over a few days instead of what

was amazing the stories we heard from our

students. It was an unbelievable tribute to the

__....--0
"....t:

normally takes several weeks. "We got great
cooperation from schools such as UConn. It

senior environmental biology major at Tulane.

UConn a . '

-, 11.
____

Katrina."

--441116. , At the time, Tulane President Scott Cowen

. officer Bob Hopson, left, assists Sarah We -

Husky, a Tulaite University student from Woodbury, Conn., and
her father, Gary Welinsky, at a registration session for students
displaced by Hurricane Katrina in September 2005.

'68 (BUS) expressed his appreciation for the
role UConn played in assisting Tulane students.
"Knowing that a number of our students were
taken in by my alma mater was truly touching,"
he said. "I knew they were in good hands."
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CONSERVATIVE
SUPREME COURT
WILL BE

BUSH
LEGACY
s George W. Bush
approaches the final year
of his presidency,
pundits are considering what legacy the 43rd president of the
United States will leave to the nation. To a large degree , the Bush
legacy is tied to the Middle East: If Iraq becomes a flouris hing
dem ocracy 30 years from now, he will be credited with putting
into motion the process. If no t, the botched response to Hurricane
Katrina, an ina bility to move forward an y kind of second-term
domestic agenda and failure in Iraq will support negative views
of the Bush presidency.
However, one area where scholars are in a better position right
now to assess the Bush legacy is his impa ct on the federal judiciary
and, indirectly, on the state of constitutional law. Stated sim ply,
George W. Bush ma y have don e more to transform the constitutionallandscape in a cons ervative direction than an y president
in the past century, including Ronald Reagan and Richard
Nixon. To be sure, this result would not have been possible

David Alistair Yalofis associate professor of political science in UConn 's
College of Liberal Arts and Scienc es, specializing in cons titutional law,
judicial politics and executive bran ch politics. He is the author of Pursuit
ofJustices: Presidential Politics and the Selection of Supreme Court Nominees
(University of Chicago Press).

without a Republicancontrolled Senate in
place duri ng ha lf of
his presi de ncy. Bush
won nearly every
battle he waged to get
extremely conservative
judges an d jus tices
confirmed.
Considerable inroads
were made in the lower
courts , which Bush
stocked with ideological
conse rvatives from the outset. Perennially undermanned circuits
like the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circu it are
now brimming with ideologues eage r to vote the conservative
lin e on any number of issues . The same can be said for at least
five other fede ral circuits. Yet, for over a quarter-century, the U.S.
Suprem e Court has been the elusive target of social conservatives.
Republican s have controlled the Whit e Hous e for 27 of the past
39 years and, conse quently, Republican presidents have had the
opportunity to appoint 13 of the past 15 High Court vacancies .
Yet, thanks to high-profile conservative disappointments such
as Associate Justices Har ry Blackmun, John Paul Stevens an d
FALL /WINTER 2 0 07
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Sandra Day O'Connor, the Court has remained narrowly split
thro ugho ut this perio d, with victories decided according to
justices who swing back and forth between the liberal and
cons ervative factions .
However, Bush's appointment ofChiefJustice john Robert s
and Associate justic e Samu el Alito to replace William H.
Rehnquist and O'Connor, respectively, has sh ifted the calculu s
dramatically. Simply replacing the aging Rehnquist with a 50year-old ideological compatriot in the Court' s cent er seat helps to
establish stable conservative leadership on the Court for decades
to come . Yet, substituting Alito for O'Connor was the tru e mas terstroke. By replacing the Court's "swing vote" with a consistent
conservative vote, Bush has effectively relegated moderates and
liberals to the dissenting camp for the foreseeable future . Even if
a Democrat wins the 2008 election, the newly elected president
will most likely be looking to replace liberals john Paul Stevens,
87, and Ruth Bader Ginsbur g, 74, before an yone else. Meanwhile,
none of the Court' s more cons ervative-leaning troika of Antonin
Scalia, 71, Anthony M. Kennedy, 71, and Clarenc e Thomas , 59,
are expected to turn in their robes yet. The Democrats may have
to win th ree or four consec utive presidential elections in a row
to reverse the appoin tments of Roberts and Alito.

Thomas-made
it a frequ ent
practice not just
to criticize or
narrow more
liberal precedents from the
Warren and Burger Court s but to call for their outright elimination as well. Looking at the 20 0 6-07 Suprem e Court term, one or
both of those two justices called for the Court to outright overrule the abortion precedent of Planned Parenthood v. Casey, the
campaign speech precedent of Buckley v. Valeo and the student
speech precedent of Tinker v. Des Moines. By advancing those arguments in the past , Scalia and Thomas may have helped to push
O'Connor, Souter, and , to a lesser extent , Kennedy, into the opposing camp at critical junctures. O'Connor, in particular, earned
a reputation for bristl ing at attem pts to discard Supreme Court
precedents even when sh e felt they were flawed. By routinely asking for the whole loaf of bread , the two most conservative justices
often ended up with no loaf at all.
By all measures, Roberts and Alito are of a m uch different min d
than Scalia and Thomas on this issue . The two new justices routinely sided with conservatives during
last year's term, but they stopp ed short
of mor e radical calls to revolution ize
"During the Court's fall 2006 term-the first to
doctrines. Conservative court watcher s
feature Roberts and Alito in their seats from the
who fear this developm ent forebodes
outset-conservatives won every major constitutional
mor e mod eration from the Court are
missing the point. The Supreme Court's
battle, handing down narrowly decided rulings on
most lasting victories have come not so
abortion, free speech and church and state issues."
much through evoking gran d gestures,
but rather by a process of incremental
change and reform . Brown v. Board of
Dur ing the Court's fall 2006 term-the first to feature Roberts
Education and Roe v. Wade fit into the grand gestu re category: It
and Alito in their seats from the outset-eonservatives won every
took decades for the form er decision to take hold in the South and
ma jor constitutional battle, handing down narrowl y decided
the latter decision has already been gutted by subseque nt court s.
rulings on abortion, free speech and church and state issue s.
Unlike Scalia and Thomas, who advocate the immediate death of
It was perhaps the most one-sided Supreme Court term since
previous Court decision s, the recent nom inees seem mor e likely
the late-1960s, when liberal s enjoyed the upp er hand. All that
to pur sue a cour se of "death by a thou sand cuts."
remains now is to watch what the Court does in the future with
The liberals and mod erates remaining on the Court are not
issues of executive bran ch power, whose fault lines do not so
naive in this regard: They know exactly what Roberts and Alito
readily fall along the mor e traditional conservative-liberal divide.
may be able to accompli sh with subtl e increme ntalism , and
Many expect that Roberts and Alito will defer to presidential
they have no means of stopping it. On this one front , social
power in the war on terrorism , handing Bush some im portant
conserva tives who helped George W. Bush win two close election
victories at the close of his presidency.
contests have apparently won the battle. For a president whose
Perh aps the most significant aspect of this seismic shift in favor final legacy could well be tarn ished by failur es in the war in Iraq
of conservati ves on the Court is the manner in which its two new
and elsewhere , that repr esent s no small measur e of success.
members have chosen to exercise their power. Each of the two
For information about Professor Yaloj, visit the Department of
most conservative holdouts from the Rehnqui st Court-Scalia and Political Science Web site: wwwpolisci.uconn.edu.
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Focus on FACULTY

Tracking Parkinson's tremors
SALAMONE WORKS TO UNCOVER CAUSE OF DEGENERATIVE NERVE DISEASE

sychology professor John Salamon e's
interest in Parkin son's disease
began during his days as a graduate
student when he studied the effects
of pharmaceuticals on the brain, with
particular emphasis on dopam ine, an
amino acid that transmits nerve impu lses
in the brain to affect behavior, mood,
attention, learning and motor activity.
Many years later, when his fath er was
diagnosed with a severe case of the disease
before succum bing to its com plications ,
he became motivated fur ther to investigate
Parkinson's.
"I think everybody in neurosc ience is
aware of some relationshi p between
what they study and a disease or
possible treatm ent, " says Salamone,
who was nam ed a 2007 UConn Board

P

of Trustees Distinguish ed Professor in
the College of Liberal Arts and Scienc es.
"The them e that links m uch of my
work togeth er is this idea of chemical
neu rotran smi ssion , with a focus on
dopamine, and the interac tion between
dopamine and other neu rotransm itters.
With Parkinson's disease, dopamineprodu cing nerve cells within the brain
degen erate and dopam ine is depleted."
Durin g his early research, Salamone
made some discoveries related to Parkinso nian trem or. When he arrived at
UConn in 1988, he says he had in min d
several lines of work. most of them related
to dopamine, som e involving aspects of
mo tivation and others in motor contro l
and Parkinson's disease. Motivation is
related to the effort or persistenc e require d

to compl ete any given task. The study of
motor cont rol is focused upon aspects
of movem ent , both voluntary, such as
walking, and involuntary, such as trem ors.
Salam one developed a rodent mod el
of Parkinsonian trem ors. In humans,
tremo rs are usually expresse d in hand
shaking, but in rats they typically app ear
as jaw movem ents . In the stud y, rats
were given several antip sychotic medication s known to interfere with dopamine.
Because some chem icals reduc e the
activity of othe r chemical s, some of these
sub stances-known as ant agoni sts-have
been suggested to have anti-Parkinsonian
effects. Salamone decided to examine the
ability of the antagonists to reverse jaw
tremors. Two such antagonists-KW6002
and MSX-3-were found to suppress jaw
tremors as well as improve a person's
movem ent. KW600 2 is currently bein g
tested in human clinical trials.
Known worldwide for his dopamine
research , Salamone was invited to speak
at the Dopamine 50 Years meeting in
Gothenburg, Sweden , a conference honoring the 50th anniv ersary of dopamine's
discovery as a neurotransmitter.
Although no one knows the exact cause
of Parkinson 's disease, many scientists
believe that it may be triggered by an
accum ulative effect from exposure to
environmental toxins, viruses and brain
trauma, combined with aging. All of
these factors redu ce the brain's ability to
produce dopamine.
Salamone says that even as he understands the daily risks everyone has to
such exposure , he tries to keep it all in
perspective.
"I try to eat a well-balanced diet and
avoid a lot of artificial things in my food,"
he says. "You can only do so much."
- Kim Colavito Markesich '93 (CA NR)
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Once a mentor, always a mentor
DEBRA KENDALL GUIDES STUDENTS TO NEW OPPORTUNITIES
scientific disciplin es.
"The class gives real-life exam ples of
how multidisciplinary research and
understanding can bring about answers
to probl em s. Stud ents also learn the
importance of being able to communicate
know ledge within the scientific community-and with the public," she says.
"I want to str ess the importance of the
integration of scholarship an d education
in the lab, and both in and outside the
classroom ," Kend all says.
She recently finish ed a term on the
editorial board of TheJournal of Biological
Chemistry and serves as a grant-reviewer
for both the National Institutes of Health
and the Nationa l Science Foundation.
Kendall was recogni zed as a UConn

Debra Kendall, profe ssor of
molecular and cell biology,
discusses a resear ch project
with a graduate student in
her laboratory.

"I want to stress the
importance of the
integration of scholarship
and education."
t was at Jackson Laboratory in Bar
Harbor, Maine-a world-renowned
gen etics research center-where established scientists taught Debra Kendall
about research while she was studying
biochemist ry as an undergradu ate stude nt.
It sparked a passion for m ent orin g
stude nts that she has mad e a priority
during a stellar caree r in research ,
teaching and outreach .
"Th ere are challenges at every stage
of the learn ing process in scienc e, such
as learni ng new experim ent strategies .
deciding what is a good qu estion to
address in rese arch and determining
appropriate places to publish ," says
Kendall, professor of mol ecular and cell
biology and associate dean of the College
of Liberal Arts and Sciences . "The best
assessment of the training in my laborato-

I
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ry is what my stud ents go on to do and the
accolades they receive. My form er students
continue to call me with qu estion s about
scie nce and about career path s. Ment oring is a lon g-term process. Once a m ent or,
always a ment or."
She instin ctively seeks out new and
creative ways to recruit women and
ind ividuals from different backgrounds
to encourage them toward career path s in
science and math . As a teacher, Kend all is
dedicat ed to expanding new opportunities
for her stud ent s. Recentl y, she developed
a writing-based cours e in human disease
and the development of therap eu tic agents.
The course explores how different factors ,
such as socioeconomics, gene tics an d
behavioral pattern s, im pact disease and its
treatme nt around th e world and illust rate
the imp ortance of int egratin g a variety of

Board of Trustees Disting uished
Professor, the top award for professors
that recogni zes scholarship, teaching
and service to UConn .
Even as she mentors students and
teaches in the classroom , Kendall continues to conduct research . She recently
received a five-year grant from the National
Institut e of Dru g Abuse to research a
subclass of membrane prote ins , called
receptors, that are vital for a wide
array of cellular processes , including the
transmi ssion of information across a cell
sur face. She is studying the structure and
function of receptors in order to determine
how dru gs interac t with them , information that could lead to the developm ent of
more successful treatm ent s for a variety
of diseases. - Kala Kachmar '10 (CLAS)

Creative CURRENTS
Adjusting to a novel life in America
ike Masha, the central character in her debut novel, The Last
Chicken in America: A Novel in Stories (W.w. Norton Com pany,
Inc.). Ellen Litman came to the Unit ed States from Moscow and
faced the challenges of assimilation into a new culture.
Like her character, Litman also initially pursued studies in com puter science and mathematics before following her dream.
"I think the first years of adjusting, assimilating and coming
to terms with this new life were very close to what I actually
experienced ," says Litman, assistant professor of English an d
associate director of UConn 's Creative Writing Program . "The
events them selves were different-Masha is not a writer, altho ugh
she ends up studying literature-but the major theme is true .
My teachers and parents explaine d there was not a place to
stu dy writing in Russia and no future in it."
Arriving with her family in Pittsburgh , where her aunt lived,
Litman finally was able to begin writing after first working as a
computer programmer and earning a master's degree in English
from Syracuse University. She eventually began to write about
Squirrel Hill, the Russian im m igrant com munity within Pittsburgh.
"I always knew I was writin g the stor ies as part of a collection ,"
she says. "I didn 't know how closely linked they would be or that
it would becom e a novel of stories . I did know th ey would have
a theme (Russian im mig rants), they wou ld be set in the same
neighborhood an d, to some degree, there would be recurring
charac ters ."
The LastChicken in America follows the life of a young woman
who struggles to synthesize multiple generations and cultures
within a community of families trying to do the same. The book

L

has been well-received,
with Publisher's Weekly
describing it as "less like a
novel than a cohe rent set of
mos tly first-perso n character
stu dies by a very prom ising
writer."
Litm an's talent has also
been recognized within the
writing community. She was
the recipien t of a 2006 Rona
Jaffe Foundation Writers'
Award, which is present ed to
"women writers who dem onstrate excellence and prom ise
in the early stages of their careers."
Even as she continues to travel around the Unite d
States to promote her book this fall, Litman is busy teaching
a graduate fiction workshop an d orga niz ing events for the Creative
Writing Program. In the spr ing, she will teach a course on
produ cin g literary ma gazin es-in this case UConn 's Long
River Review--as well as continu ing work on her next novel, set
in Russia dur ing the m id-ic.Sos, the years of the breakup of th e
Soviet Union known as perestroika. Litm an says after that novel
is completed she will change topics .
"I think my next project will not have anything to do with Russia.
I do want to look at other things," she says. "It will be an interesting challenge." - Kenneth Best

Unforgettable Vignettes
of Love
Susan Schneide r '70 (CLAS)
(Cold Tree Press)

The Green Lion
The Golden Thorns
Leigh Grossman
(Wildside Press)

Forever Home
Sandr a J. Philipson
' 95 (6th Year)
(Cleveland Clinic Press)

Schneider's short and breezy

Grossman, a UConn adjunct

The author's " Max and

compilation of true stories

professor of English, has

Annie" series of children's

is a real-world version of the

revisited the two books he

books have usually focused

popular television comedy

wrote more than a decade

"How I Met Your Mother." Crisscrossing the

ago, rewriting them with the benefit of his years

on the real-life experiences
of her dogs. The latest installment of Philipson's

United States, the author tells a series of

of editing, teaching and game design experience.

dog tales fictionalizes the early life of the newest

stories about how people find their mates,

Both fast -paced fantasy tales provide medieval

canine in the household , the three-legged English

including former teenage lovers who reunite years

adventure with a different cast of characters.

springer spaniel, Trini, whose early beginnings are

later, the drummer who meets the college student

The Gold en Thorns features wizards , monsters,

largely unknown . Richly illustrated by Jenny

and how opposites attract.

pirates , knights and rogue professors. The Green

Campbell , the book includes information on

Lion focuses on a magical conspiracy involving an

rescue organ izations to help abandoned dogs.

innkeeper's son and a myste rious nob lewoman.
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Alumni

News&Notes
We want to
hear from you!
Let your fellow UConn alumni
know about the milestones in
your life. You can keep them up
to date by sending information
and, if possible, a photograph,
to Alumni News & Notes,
University of Connecticut
Alumni Association , Alumni
Drive, Storrs, CT 06269; by fax
to 860'486'2849; by e-mail to
alumni·news@uconn .edu; or
online at www.alumnimagazine.
uconn.edu.

Reunions:
SAVE THE DATE

June 6 - 7, 2008
Reunion Weekend-Classes of '943,
'94 8, '953, '95 8, and the UConn
Alumni Marching Band
Mar k the d ates o n your calendar!
Reun ion Wee kend will ta ke place
o n Frida y and Sat u rday, june
6 - 7,2008. Sch ed ule includ e s
to urs of campu s, keyno te sp ea ke rs, New Engla nd Clamba ke
a nd much mor e. Check you r mai l
in April for regis t ratio n info rmation o r che ck o ur Web site,
www.uconnalumni. com . for
program upd at e s.

Reunion Weekend 2008 Volunteers
jun e 6 - 7, 2008
join o ur plan ning com mittee!
Vol untee rs a re nee de d fo r th e
2008 Reun io n Weekend Pla nni ng
Com mittee. If you are fro m the
Class Of 1958, '953, 194 8, '943,
th e UCon n March ing Band , o r
if yo u have a s pec ific gro up (i.e.
fratern ity, so ror ity, stude nt o rganization , intr amural team , et c.)
th at yo u would like to get together
for Reunion Weekend , plea s e
co ntac t us.

Even if you are not from the above
mentioned classes, we would welcome you tojoin us as well. If you
have any questions, please contact
Kim Lachut '90 at 860 -486-2240 or
tollfree at 888-UC-ALUM-1 or by
e-mail at reunions@uconn.edu.
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Forever friends
Six members of th e Clas s of 1937 who were memb er s of Sigm a Upsilon Nu have kept a round robin letter going for 70 year s,
writ es Elizabeth (Palmer) Platts '3 7 (CANR). The long -time fri ends are identified in a 1937 Nutm eg year book photo of the sorority. Circled photos from left: Esther (Mead) Weed '3 7 (CANR), Prisc illa (Champli n) Campbell ' 37 (CLAS) , Frances (Schenk)
Carlson ' 37 (CLAS), Margaret (Dean ) Nichols ' 37 (CLAS) , Ro renc e Louise (Mead) Lent ' 37 (CANR) and Elizabeth (Palm er)
Platts. Esthe r is married to Richar d Weed ' 39 (CANR).

19305

Force vete ran from World Wa r II
and th e Korean Wa r.

Edward Sammis '37 (ENG) and
Ruth (Nielsen) Samm is '38
(CANR) are celebrating 67 years
of marriage.

19505

19405
Francis Brennan '43 (CLAS) , a
ret ired ma jo r in the Un ited States
Mar ine Rese rve who se rved in the
South Pacific an d Ko rea, is wo rking
as an em inent doma in expert . He
ha s been married for 63 years and
has five great-grandch ildren.

Carlos Fetterolf '50 (CANR)
co-authored Scope of Cooperative
Fisheries Management Globally and
add ressed the International Association for Great Lakes Resea rch
an d the Canada -Ll .S. Great Lakes
Fishery Comm iss ion . He has
received awards for his wor k fro m
the Nat ional Oceanograph ic and
Atmospheric Admin istration , the
North American Lake Management Associat ion and the Mich igan
Charter Boat Association.

Ina (Rude) Mish '48 (CLAS) ret ired
from nurs ing education and moved
to Cape Cod , where she is act ive in
the hospital au xiliary. She teaches
and lectures o n e m broidery an d
sa mp lers and has wo n awa rds for
her embro ide ry and do ll ma king.

Lawrence Muccino '50 (PHR)
ret ired in 1981 after 31 yea rs wo rking for Abbot Labs. He a nd h is
wife rece ntly ce lebrated their 60th
weddi ng ann ive rsary.

Richard Spellman '48 (ENG) ret ired
from N.Y. Telephone in 1980 an d
en joys traveling . He is a U.S. Air

Edwin Rabinow itz '50 (BUS), '77
6th Year ret ired in 1989 after 24
yea rs as a professor, associate

dea n and dean at Thames
Valley State Techn ical College in
Norw ich , Conn . He was the first
of three generations to graduate
from UConn .

c. W. Lassen '52 (BUS) is a
ret ired financial plan ne r and
enjoys fish ing at his summer
home on Long Beach Island , N.J.
Marcel Angers '53 (ED) ret ired
fro m the Port land , Maine , school
system and is d irector of ln-School
Sus pe ns io n at the high school in
Biddeford , Maine .
Anton Jungherr '54 (BUS) is the
foun d ing busi ness ma nage r of
Making Waves Acad emy, a pu blic
charter middle school in Richmond ,
Calif., which opened last September.
Joseph Maggipinto '55 (BUS) ret ired
in ' 992 . He enjoys traveling with
his wife, Anne , and is the fath er of
four daughters and the grandfather
of five.

Lois Greene Stone '55 (ED) has
a personal essay in the newest
Chicken Soupfor the Soul series
and poetry published in two books.
Ken Cucuel '57 (CLAS) recently
com peted in th e World Squas h
Cham pio nship held in Cape Town,
So ut h Africa, and finishe d in the
top 20 in his division.
Jo hn C. Yavis, Jr. '57 (CLAS), a
lawyer with Murtha Cullina, LLP,
in Hartford , Conn ., rece ived the
2007 Professional ism Award for the
Seco nd Circuit from American Inns
of Court , an association that fosters
excellence in pro fessio nalism, ethics, civility and legal skills.
Go rdon Frank '58 (CLAS) ret ired
from IBM after 30 years as a
computer co nsu ltant. He has eight
ch ildren and 17 grandch ildren . For
the past 10 years , he has visited all
of the more than 400 Nat ional Park
sites in the lower 48 states on his
motorcycle.
William D. Pardus '58 (CLAS) '60
M.A., professo r eme ritus of m usic
at Kee ne State College, received
the Ou tstand ing Se rvice Award for

2007 by the Keene State College
Alumn i Association. He taught at
the college for 32 years and ret ired
in 1998 and has more than 44
compos ing titles to his credi t.

Leroy Rowe '59 (CANR) has retired
from the Weeks Agency, an insurance business in Storrs, an d moved
with his wife to Vermont.

William H. Brewster, Jr., '59
(ENG) was named vice presiden t
for global marketing and prod uct
management for Gerber Technol ogy
in Tolland , Conn. Previo usly he
was vice presi dent for marketing
with Konica Minolta Business
Mach ines , U.S.A., dur ing his 21year career in software, Internet,
office equipment, bus iness
services ma rketing and product
manageme nt.

19605

Ulysses Brualdi '59 (ENG), now
retired presid ent an d chief executive office r of ADT Inc., is chairman
of the National Crime Preve ntion
Council (McGruff) , a national organization focused on reducing crime
and violence. He is also the vicecha ir of the Sa rasota O pe ra. He
and his wife, Carol (Pa ndolfo) ' 60
(ED), have bee n married 47 years
and have seven grandch ildren.

Bruce Cagenello '60 (CLAS) retire d
after almost 20 years of service
with the Connecticut Real Estate
Comm iss ion , includ ing nine years
as cha irman.
Ann Corbett '60 (CLAS) is teaching
at a community college in Arizona.
Susan (Duhan) Felix '61 M.A. had
a one-perso n sh ow of her ce ramic
artwork at the Heb rew Union
College- Jewish Inst itute of Religion
Museum in New York City. She
and her husba nd, Morton Felix
'63 Ph.D. , both read their poetry
at the Cornelia Street Cafe in New
York City. They helped start
the Wormwood Review while
attending UConn .
Joseph Rution '63 (CLAS) retire d
from Califo rnia Golf Se rvice, a
s ho p he ran with his wife, Ja net ,
since 1975 in Sa nta Barba ra, Calif.

He now is invo lved with planning
act ivities for Sa nta Ba rba ra City.
David Switzer '63 M.A., '71 Ph.D .
reti red afte r a 39-year teaching
ca ree r at Plymo uth State Unive rsity.
He serv es as the co ns ulti ng naut ical arc haeo logist for th e sta te of
New Hampsh ire a nd con tinues
to teach as an eme ritus professo r.
Donald D'Ambrosio '64 (CLAS) is
pres ident of International Pe rfect
Sm ile, Inc., a new com pany in the
dental tourism industry. He sp lits
his time between homes in Kona,
Hawaii, a nd Lon g Beach, Calif. He
previo us ly was wit h CIGNA, Co rp.
Gerri Lipman King '64 Ph.D. is a
socia l psychologist, o rga nizat iona l
consultant and president of Hu ma n
Dynamics Associat es, Inc., in
Co nco rd , N.H . She has bee n focusing on facilitat ing mergers an d
acquisitions , s peaking abo ut building public/p rivate partnersh ips as
part of d isaster preparedness an d
deliver ing semina rs and training on
a variety of top ics throu gh out the
U.S., Asia, a nd Canada .

Lipitor inventor found inspiration
as graduate student
R

oge r Newton '74 M.S. knew he wanted a career in science wh en he
bega n his college stu dies as an u nd ergradu ate. He ini tially thought he
would become a me dical doctor but says that whil e wor kin g in the clini cal
laboratory an d blood bank at a hospit al. he wit nessed the protracted death
of a great aunt to whom he was very close . This experience gave hi m a
dose of reality that doc tors m ust face in life's fina l chapter, whic h caused
him to change his mind.
As a gra duate student at UConn working on a master's degree in
nutritional biochemistry, he was looking for another career track. "I wanted
to pursue science," he recalls, "and I had promised my parents that I
would look for work that could allow me to make the world a better place."
Late one night, stu dying in a UConn laboratory, the ligh t bulb sudde nly
went on . Whil e reading a book about atherosclerosis, the bu ild up of fat
deposits in blood vesse ls that causes coronary disease, Newto n realized he
had found the figurati ve m ountain he wan ted to clim b.
"My caree r began at UConn," he now says . By unde rsta nding the basic
science of fat metabolism , his imagina tion was captivated by the possibility of discoveri ng a therapeutic agent that cou ld beneficially affect the
disease process that leads to ar te riosclerosis and heart disease. Ever si nce
that night, it has been his mantra for more than 30 years.
In 1981,after earning his Ph .D. in nutrition at the University of
California, Davis, and completing a postdoctoral fellowship at the University of California, San Diego , he joined the venerable pharm aceutical
company Parke- Davis. Over the next 17 years, he would devote himself
almost who lly to the dau nt in g task of developin g a drug to help peo ple

whose elevated LDL cho les tero l
put th em at hi gh ris k of heart
dis ea se.
It was, he says , "extre mely
com plex" wor k. But it paid
off. In early 19 9 7, Newto n a nd
hi s colleag ues at Parke-Davis
unveile d a powerful statin drug
that red uces blood cho lesterol
levels to a grea ter level than
any other statin at that tim e.
Th e la rgest selling ph armaceu tical in the wo rld, it is bett er
known by its trade name,
Lipitor. In 19 9 8 , he and three
of hi s colleag ues co-founded Espe rion Th er ap eutics, Inc., a biot ech
com pany dedi cated to the discove ry and development of HDL ther api es to
promote the removal of cho lesterol from d iseased vesse ls. After prom isin g
results in an early clinical trial, Esperio n was acq ui red by Pfizer in 2004.
Newton says his passion for finding pharmaceutical solutions for
mankind's struggle with heart disease has not waned since that night in
the lab at UConn . Among the many scientists who hel ped him along his
career path , he credits the late Robert Jensen and the late Hamilton Eaton,
bot h professors of nutritional sciences durin g Newton 's time in Storrs, as
encouraging mentors . -Jim H. Smi th
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William Licata '66 (ENG) is an
en gineering fellow with Raytheon
Miss ile System Company in Tucso n,
Ariz., where he serves as the
guidance, navigat ion and control
lead engineer on the KEI boost
phase inte rceptor test program .

Tae-Hee Yoon '67 Ph.D. is sen ior
vice presiden t for Project Internatio nal, a Was hington -base d
adviso ry firm. He recentl y joined
the adviso ry board of NeXplore,
a Nevada co rpor atio n that create s
Web tools .

Robert Wettem ann '66 (CANR) ,
Regents Profess or of Animal Scienc e
at O klahoma State Univers ity,
was name d a 2007 Fellow of the
Amer ican Society of Animal Science.

Betty Gerich '68 (SFA) had a
o ne·pe rson exhibition of sc ulpt ure
" Head to Toe," at the Artwor ks
Gallery in Hartford, Co nn.

Donna (Dee Dee
Shanbron) Granski
'67 (ED), '72 M.A.
is in her zyth year
teaching English
in grades 6-8 at
St. Michael 's
Episcopal School in Bon Air, Va. She
and her husband , Joe Granski '70
(ED), who were marr ied 40 years
ago at Mirror Lake, have two ch ildren and four grand children .
Thomas Roberts '67 M.A. is
co-editor of the recent publ ication

Psychedelic Medicine: New Evidence
for Hallucinogenic Substances as
Treatments .

Mark Gothberg '68 (ENG) is chief
o peratin g officer of Strateg ic Health
Care Commun icatio ns and the
edito r of eHealthcare Strategy and
Trends, both in White Plains , N.Y.
Joseph Zaccagn ino '68 (BUS),
'70 M.P.H. was appointed to
th e boa rd of d irecto rs at Prem ise
Corporation , a provider of clinically focused softwa re. He recentl y
retired as pres ident and CEO of
Yale-New Haven Hospital and
Yale New Haven Hea lth.
Leonard Polletta '69 (CLAS) was
appointed chairman of the New
York Unemployment Insurance
Appeal Board. He previousl y spent
22 years as an assistant gene ral
cou nsel fo r Dist rict Coun cil 37,
AFSCME.

Bob Step no '69 (CLAS) is teach ing
journal ism at Radford Univers ity
in Radford, Va. He completed his
Ph.D. at the Univers ity of No rth
Caroli na in Cha pel Hill in 2003
and taught for three years at the
Univers ity of Tennessee in Knoxvill e.

19705
Alexand er Carpp '70 (CLAS) has
bee n named the first pres ide nt an d
chie f executive of Choose Worcester
Inc. , a no nprofit organi zat ion
created to market Worcester, Mass .,
to employers .
Jackie French Koller '70 (CLAS) will
publish her 33rd children 's boo k,
Peter Spit a Seed at Sue, with Viking
Press in 2008. She also owns an
art gallery, The Litt le Black Dog
Gallery, in Westfield, Mass., where
her watercolors are feat ured . She is
mar ried to George Koller
'70 (ED) and has thr ee ch ildren
and th ree grandch ildren.
Theodore D. Zucconi '70 M.S.
has been named president of
Pro-Pharmaceuticals, Inc. of
Newton , Mass ., a development
sta ge pha rmaceutical company
focusin g o n advanced treatmen t

of ca ncer, liver, microbial,
cardiovasc ular and inflammatory diseases. He previously was
president of Implementation Edge,
a management consu lting firm.
Maria Lundberg '71 (ED) has
joined the faculty of Francis Marion
University in Florence , N.C., as
an ass istant professor of mass
commun icat ion.
Nancy (White) Simonds '71 (ED),
'80 M.A. started her own copy
writing bus iness, Nancy Simonds
Commun ication LLC, after a career
as an educator. She creates promo·
tional materials and teaches small
business owners how to create
effective marketing materials.
Rev. Patricia N. Dickson '72 (CLAS)
is the new minister for the Sierra
Vista Commun ity United Church
of Christ in Sierra Vista , Ariz.
Wendy Edson '72 (CLAS) , associate
professo r of paralegal stud ies at
Hilbert College in Hamburg, N.Y.,
was promoted to chairperson of
legal stu dies. She has been on the
faculty for almost 30 years .

Helping governments to work better
hen governme nt services fail,
th ere is us ually a lot of talk
from pundits and politicians about
how to remedy the situ ation but
few rea listic solu tions offered . Th at
task falls to the National Acad em y
of Publi c Admi nis tra tion (NAPA),
an ind epend ent, non-pa rtisa n
organization chartered by Congress
to help government solve its
problem s and improve operations.
"Problem solving has to be
un de rtaken in an interac tive way,"
says Jen nifer L. Dorn '77 M.P.A. ,
who was named presiden t and
ch ief executive officer of NAPA
earlier thi s year. "We believe
someo ne can mai nta in independenc e and objectivity, even having
regular conve rsations with the agency experiencing the complex issue."
Dorn has worke d as a manager of nonprofit and government organizations for nearly 30 years , ho lding senior positions at the World Bank ,
Federal Transit Administration and the American National Red Cross .
She says the academy relies upon the 600 Fellows elected to the
membership in the orga nization , each an expert in various disciplines
and with distingu ished accom plishments in government. Panels then are
formed to address issu es specific to the background an d expertise of the
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Fellows. Recent stu dies reviewed progress in stre ngtheni ng coun terterr orism and sec ur ity programs at th e FBI and ano the r exam ine d
work processes an d organ izationa l structu re at the u.s. Patent and
Trad em ar k Office.
"Everyone recognizes th at pub lic expec tations for perform ance of
governme nt are inc reas ing beyond any in stitution 's ability to fulfill them ,"
Dorn says. "In today's com plex enviro nme nt, solutions to problem s
require ma ny different perspectives. Th e who le leadership m odel has
changed. One can 't address problems without a collaborative app roach ,
partnerships and reaching across disciplines. It's just not as easy to
solve a problem within your own organizational silo anymore. "
Dorn says during he r time in gradua te school at UConn , initially she
was not sure that learning the skills of a generalist would be as hel pful
in her career as focusing on one area of expertise.
"One of the best as pects of bei ng a genera list is that I've work ed with
experts in science, me dicine , technology and cor porate CEOs. You can
learn a lot from all differen t disciplines," she says. "As the years have
prog ressed, I have under stood the value of bein g a generalist. Working
in large orga nizations , I've develo ped the kin ds of skills sets that allow
you to look at the big picture, ask peo ple to develo p ques tions and then
help to develop solutions that focus on producing significant change
and positive results. "
Dorn says having a background that includes experiences worki ng with
international and national organi zations has strengthened her ability to
address the nation's dom estic iss ues . She also keeps in m ind the wisdom
of her UConn mentor, the late political science professor Harold Seidman:
"Where one stands, depends on where one sits. " - Kenneth Best

Thomas Scibek '72 (CLAS) accepted
a position at the government
printing office in Washington , D.C.,
as national account manager. He
looks forward to the challenges
and growth opportunities with
the U.S. government.
Franklin Chang-Diaz '73 (ENG)
has returned to his native Costa
Rica to build the country's first
rocket laboratory. He has launched
a private venture to build a plasmapowered rocket engine to send
a spaces hip to Mars faster and
cheaper than by conventional fuels.
Catherine (Otto) Montgomery '73
(CLAS) is executive director of the
American Institute for Stuttering,
a specialized non-profit treatment
center for people who stutter and
their families.
Craig Treiber '73 (BUS) is chief
ope rating officer of Hemi Energy
Group, Inc., in Graham, Texas.
Frank Shor '74 (CLAS) was elected
to the board of trustees of the
Carrollton-Farmers Branch Indepen dent School District in Carrollton,
Texas. He and his wife, Susan
(Campbell) '76 (NUR) , have three
children: Adam, 23, Elliot, 21, and
Matthew, 15. Frank earned his law
degree from Southern Methodist
University in 1977 and has practiced
in Dallas and throughout the U.S.
Tom Condon '75 J.D. was named
de puty editorial page editor of The
Hartford Courant. He was a news
columnist for nearly 18 years.
Jim Main '75 (ED) , '79 M.A. has
been appointed vice president
for administration and finance
at California State University,
Monterey Bay, in Seaside.
Dan Carlin '76 (CLAS) , '77 Ph.D.
has been appointed chair of the
film scoring
de partment at
Berklee College of
Music in Boston.
He previously
co-founded and
was CEO of Segue
Music, the largest and most successful music post-production business
in Hollywood history. He won an
Emmy for music editing for the
1992 film , Under Siege. Other films
he has worked on include, The

Black Stallion, Last of the Questfor
Camelot, Steel Magnolias, SisterAct
and Pat Garrett a( Billy the Kid.
Mark Chmielecki '76 M.B.A.
was promoted to director of
compensation and benefits at
Kaman Industrial Technologies
in Windsor, Conn. He lives with
his wife in Vernon, Conn.
Albert Harper '76 Ph.D., '90 J.D.
is the forensic anth ropologist for
the state of Connecticut and
the executive director of the
Henry C. Lee Institute of Forensic
Science at the University of
New Haven in West Haven, Conn.
Robin Ritter '76 (BUS) married
Payton Turpin at the Biltmore
Estate in Asheville, N.C.
Lendley Black '77 M.F.A. was appointed provost and vice president
for academic affairs at Kennesaw
State University, Kennesaw, Ga. He
has been a professor of theater and
performance studies at KSU and
is active in several community and
global initiatives.
Sherry Ballou Hanson '77 (CLAS) is
a freelance writer and has published
her first book, A Cab to Stonehenge,
with Just Write Books. She also
does poetry read ings and teaches
adult education . She is working on
Fodor's Maine Coast Travel Guide.
Pat (Raccio) Hughes '77 (CLAS) ,
'8o M.A. has published her fourth
book, Seeingthe Elephant, a story
of the Civil War, with Farrar, Straus
and Giroux.
Patricia Gill Murphy '77 Ph.D.
retired as director of teacher
tra ining at the Language Institute
of St. Croix, which she co-founded
in the U.S. Virgin Islands . She has
published three historical novels,
writing as Patricia Gill, and her
forthcom ing novel, Paradise '36,
deals in part with academic life at
the University of Connect icut.
Miguel Pardo de Zela '77 M.B.A.
retired in July as commercial
counselor in Hanoi/ He Chi Minh
City in Vietnam after a career in
foreign commercial service in
Panama , Australia , India, Portugal,
Brazil and Nigeria. He recently
published the book GlobalTrade
and Investment Management-Core

Alumni help SeeMore to sing-along
SeeMore's Playhouse is an Emmy Award- winn ing , fir st- of-its-kind preschool
television seri es broadc ast on PBSthat features the ta lents of School of Fine Arts
alumni. The show uses a un iqu e blend of lovable char acters, animati on, live
acti on and infectious sing-al ong music to teach children the basics of safety ,
health and well ness. Taki ng a break during production in New York City, from
left: t st row: Will Pike '04, Lind sey "Z" Brigg s (curr ently working on M.F.A.),
Carole Simms D'Agostino ' 97, Sarah Frechette ' 01; 2nd row: Micha el Carolan ' 04,
Ju lia Darden ' 07, Fran kie Cordero ' 04; 3rd row: Megan DeCristoforo ' 03, Eric
Wright (2001- 02), Abby Roderick '03; 4th row: David Stephens '00 M.A.

Competencies for Prospering in the
WTO GlobalEconomy and produced
training videos now being shown
throughout Vietnam.
Edward A. Bouquillon '78 (ED)
is the superintendent and
director of Regional High School
in Lexington , Mass.
Kirk Ferentz '78 (ED) is head coach
for the University of Iowa football
team . He has been coach ing for
more than 30 years.
Frederick Harrison '78 M.B.A.
retired from Waters Corporation in
2004 as director of manufacturing.
He returned to college in Rhode
Island to earn a degree in math ematics and secondary education
and will be teaching in the Warwick,
R.I., school district.
Mary Alice (Eike) Henley '78 (ED)
was promoted to assistant director
for program development at the
State Education Resource Center
(SERC) in Middletown, Conn. She
lives with her husband , Jim Henley
'78 (PHR), in Cromwell, Conn.

Kerry J. Kuhlman
'78 (CLAS) , '82 J.D.

has been elected
president and
executive director
of the Northeast
Utilities (NU)
Foundation . She began her career
with NU in 1981 as a law clerk.
Jeffrey McCubbin '78 (ED) was
recently named a Distinguished
Professor of
Kinesiologyat
Oregon State
University. He
is a Fellowof
the Academy
of Kinesiology
and Physical Education, has
co-authored two books and
published dozens of resea rch
papers while serving on the
OSU faculty since 1988.
Maureen Banks '79 (NUR) has been
named president of ShaughnessyKaplan Rehabilitation Hospital in
Salem, Mass. In addition to her
new role, she will continue to serve
as president of the Skilled
Nurs ing Division of Partners
Continuing Care.
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Laura Govoni '80 (NUR). retired
UConn professor of nursing, lives
in Ormond Beach, Fla.
William J. Leahy '80 (BUS) is chief
financial officer for the U.S. Energy
Department after serving in the
U.S. Navy and Navy Reserve for
24 years.
Thomas Burns '81 (CLAS) is the
assistant treasurer and branch
manager for Hudson City Savings
Bank in Brookfield. Conn.
Susan Carrano-DiNicola '81 (CLAS),
'83 M.A. helped design curriculum
for the Mattatuck Museum in
Waterbury. Conn., with 20 other
teachers for Fortune's Story, which
tells the story of a slave who lived
in Waterbury in the 1700S. She is
a certified history. Italian and spec ial
educat ion teacher. She also created
lesson plans for a unit at this
museum , "The World is Our
Neighborhood. " She lives in
Woodbury with her husband,
Fernando , and the ir two sons .
Marc, 15.and Steven. 13.
Gary Cesca '81 (BUS), '99 M.S.W.
is a licensed clinical social worker at
Coventry High School in Coventry,
Co nn. He lives in central Connecticut with his wife, Sarah, and so n.
Benjamin, 2.
Scott Decker '81 (ENG) mar ried
Jennifer Galloway in August 2007.
Richard Aries '80 (CLAS) se rved
as best man. Scott is an engineer
for IBM.They live in South
Burlington. Vt.
John Harrington '81 (BUS) was
nam ed executive vice president
and director of investments for
Rampart Investment Management.
Robert Wonneberger '81 (CLAS)
is a partner in the law firm of Pepe
& Hazard LLP
in Hartford with
a specialty
in commercial
law and finance.
He received his
J.D. from the
University of Pennsylvania Law
School. He lives in Milford,
Conn., with his wife and children .
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Jonathan D'Elia '82 M.B.A. has
joined Marsh, the world's lead ing
risk and insurance services firm,
as a senior vice president and is
head of its middle market business
practice in Hartford , Conn. He and
his family live in Fairfield County.
Eric Weller '82
(SFA) has been
named by Stevens
Roofing Systems .
as the district sales
manager for the
" - _----" ......_---1 Pacific Northwest
region. He lives in Seatt le. Wash.
Lauren (Kula) Miller '83 (CLAS),
'06 M.P.A. is director of Cultural
Satellite Offices at the Greater
Hartford Arts Council.
Catherine Nettles Cutter '84
(CANR), '87 M.S., associate
professor and food safety
specialist at Penn State University,
was selected to se rve on the
National Advisory Committee on
Meat and Poultry Inspection by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Robin Dutta '84 (ENG) has been
living in India for the past 20 years
and is marr ied with two sons .
Ronald Goodspeed '84 M.P.H.,
pres ident of Southcoast Hospitals
Group in New Bedford, Mass.,
received the lifetime Achievement
Award from the American College
of Healthcare Executives.
Robert Lenhardt '84 (CLAS) is
general counsel of ORIX Finance/
Houlihan, Lokey, Howard & Zukin
in Dallas. He also serves as
chief legal officer of the World
Boxing Council.
Marcia l. Marien '84 (BUS),
managing partner of Marien &
Compan y, LLC
in Norwich,
was appointed
to the advisory
cou ncil of the
Connecticut
Society of
Certified Public Accountants.
Gabriel Miller '84 (BUS), '88 J.D.
has joined the law offices of James
Sokolove as general counsel.

Abbreviation Key
School- College for baccalaureate
degrees:
CANR - College of Agriculture
and Natural Resources
SAH - School of Allied Health
CLAS - College of li beral Arts
and Sciences
BUS- School of Business
SFA- School of Fine Arts
ED- Neag School of Education
ENG- School of Engineering
SFS - School of Family Studies
BGS- General Studies
NUR- School of Nursing
PHR- School of Pharmacy
RHSA - Ratcliffe Hicks School
of Agriculture
SSW - School of Social Work

David Pazdar '84 (CLAS) and
his wife, Tracy. owners of Pazdar
Winery, won silver, gold and
a double gold medal in this
year' s Big Ewine com petition in
Springfield, Mass. UConn stude nts
and alumn i des igned all of the
labels on the wines.
Philip E. Stoetzner
'84 (SFA) has
founded You r
Holistic life, a
holistically focused
supple ment
manu factu ring and
online marketing company after a
successful real estate career with
Coldwell Banker in South Florida.
Jeannine Bradley
'85 (NUR), a nurse
at Yale-New Haven
Hospital for 21
years. received the
Nightingale Award
for Excellence in
Nursing . She and her husband ,
Dennis. have four children and live
in West Haven, Conn.
John Neal '85 M.M. is director
of music at Oak Hill High School
in Wales. Maine. He is a pianist
who has ea rned several awards.
He performed with Oa k Hill High
School at Carnegie Hall in 2003- He
is working on an original electronic
ballet. vasalisa , to be released later
this year.
Charles Obe id '85 (PHR) is the
owner of Sheehan Pharmacy
in Wilkes-Barre. Pa.• a family

Graduate/professional degree:
M.A.- Master of Arts
M.M. - Master of Music
M.S. - Master of Science
M.D.S. - Master of Dental Science
M.B.A. - Master of Business
Administ ration
M.F.A. - Master of Fine Arts
M.P.A. - Master of Public Affairs
M.P.H - Master of Public Health
M.S.W. - Master of Science
M.S.P.T. - M.S. in Physical Therapy
Ph.D. - Doctor of Philosophy
D.M.A. - Doctor of Musical Arts
J.D. - Juris Doctor
M.D. - Doctor of Medicine
D.M.D. - Doctor of Dental Medicine
Pharrn.D, - Doctor of Pharmacy
6th Year - Six-Year Certificate
business he has ope rated since
his fathe r retired in 1989.
Cynthia Portner
'85 (ED) is s pa
mana ger at
Equinox Fitness
Clubs in Long
Island. N.Y. She
....- ""----- . is a licensed massage therapist and a former UConn
women's volleyball team membe r.
She now lives in Seaford, N.Y.• with
her family.
Les Twible '85 M.B.A has worked
for 37 years in rural advancement,
public transportation. housing .
community development and
economic developmen t in North
Carolina and Connect icut. He lives
in Cary, N.C., with his wife. Sue, and
has two grown children, Jennifer
and Mitchell.
Lynne (Schocher) Zeoli '85 (CANR)
is a registered dietitian specializing
in neuro-rehabilitation providing
consu lting se rvices to health care
facilities in Massachusetts. She
lives in Plympton, Mass., with her
husband .
Lori Bean '86
(CLAS). an associate professor
of chemistry and
biology at Monroe
County Community
......-'--'-..... College in Monroe.
Mich., was appo inted to the board
of directors at the MCC Foundation.

Monica Brajczewski '86 M.A. has
been teaching special education in
the Hartford public school system
for 22 years. She and her husband ,
Alfred Mercier, have a daughter,
Rose Chantele, 5.
Susan Cragin '86 (CLAS) has
published Nuclear Nebraska, the
story of a small farming community
that fought off the government's
efforts to place a nuclear waste
dump in a wetlands. She is
working on a memoir of Stan ley
Evans, a pioneer in substance
abuse med icine.
Jay Gillotti '86 (BUS) has released
Cohesive, an ll-song CD of pop and
folk songs . He works for Cartus, an
employee relations and workforce
development firm in Seattle, Wash. ,
where he lives with wife, Debb i.
Lee Ann (Lewis) Jasinski '86 (CLAS) ,
d irector of marketing and events for
56 Degree Wine in Bernardsville,
N.J., received the Wine Spirits and
Education Trust Advanced Certificate in wine and spir its from the

Intern at ional Wine Cente r in New
York. She and her husband , joe ,
live in Pittstown, N.J.
Alan M. Katten '86
(CLAS) , '91 M.B.A.
was named adrninistrative director
for surgery at St.
Francis Hospital
and Medical Center
in Hartford , Conn . He is president
of the Greater Hartfo rd Chapter of
the UConn Alumni Associa tion a nd
serves on the finance comm ittee of
the Alumn i Association. He lives
in Berlin, Conn ., with his wife,
Debo rah Katten ' 0 1 M.P.H .
Barry Musco '86 (CLAS) was
promoted to d irector of irnplementation at Fidelity Investments ,
where he has been pro ject manager
for eight years.
Kimberl y St. [ohn-Stevenson '86
(CLAS) is commun icat ion s officer
at Saint Luke's Found ation in
Cleveland. She lives in Cleveland
Heights, Oh io, with her husband ,
Anthony, and the ir two daughters .

Gary P. Austin '87 (ED), '94 M.A.,
'98 Ph.D. , associate professor of
ph ysical therap y at Sac red Heart
Un ivers ity in Fairfield, Conn .,
received the first Outstanding
Physical Therapy Profess ional
Award from the Neag School of
Education Alumn i Society.
joseph Bittner '87 (BUS), '90
M.B.A., a consultant and
ma nager of edu cation programs at
the Federal Reserve Bank of New
Yo rk, received the 2 0 0 7 Nat io na l
Bus iness Education Assoc iation
Dist inguished Service Award .
Cheryl Crespi '87 M.B.A., '04 J.D.
is an associate professor in the
School of Business at Central
Connecticut State University. She
lives in Meriden, Conn . with her
husband , Tony Cresp i '95 M.A.,
a full professor at the Univers ity
of Hartford.
Chr istopher Giomb la nco '87 (BUS)
was named ch ief fina ncial officer
of Alienware, a s ubsidiary of Dell
Corporation. He and his wife,

Cathy, reside in Weston , Fla. with
their three children.
Allen jones '87 (ED), owner and
chief executive officer of Dominion
Physical Therapy & Associates
lnc., in Newport News , Va., was
appointed to serve a five-year term
on the Virginia Port Aut ho rity's
board of commissioners.
Paul McCarth y
'88 (CLAS) was
appointed sen ior
associate d irector
of athletics at
the University of
Connecticut after
serving as University counsel in
at the Office of the Atto rney
General. He lives with his wife,
Tina (Mirante) '89 (NUR), and their
two sons and a daughter in Storrs.
Andrew I. Sch affer '88 (CLAS)
and his wife, Hilary, announce the
birth of the ir second ch ild, Chloe
[ena , born on March 17 , 2 0 06 .
He opened his own law practice
in Hamden, Conn ., focusing on
family and matrimon ial law.

Taking comic
art seriously
ike many, Gene Kannenberg Jr. '0 2. Ph.D. became an avid fan of comic
books as a youngster when his youthful imagination came u nder th e
spell of su per heroes such as Spider. Man an d th e Fantastic Four.
But for Kannenb erg, the fascination with the graphic story turned in to
so me thing quit e di fferent: he was still rea ding comic books as he earned a
bache lor's deg ree in English and a master's degree in British an d American
literature at Marquette University. He was still reading comic books in
1991 when he arrived at UConn to begin doctoral studies in English.
By then Kannenberg's literary tastes and his view of comics' place in
popular culture had significantly evolved , especially after he discovered
RA W magazine, a comics anthology edited by French artist-designer
Francoise Mouly and Art Spiegelman, the legendary comics artist and
writer whose gra phic memoir. Maus, won the 1992. Pulitzer Prize. RAW
in tro duce d hi m to an en tirely different way oflooking at comics.
At UConn, he met a few other graduate stu dents who helped to further
develop his schola rly view of the genre, es pecia lly Cha rles Ha tfield ' 0 0
Ph. D., an d h e took classes that provided focu s for hi s ini tial doctoral
research on me dieval stu dies .
"I became interested no t just in the words , but in the materiality of
the page ," he recalls . "The old docu m e nts helped me to understand how
the look of the page conveys meaning:
Kannenberg found a mentor in Thomas Roberts , emeritus professor
of English. who taught a class on graphic novels and helped him to shape
the ideas tha t woul d inform his doctoral dissertation.
"I looked at text and image. at how page design-text and image
together-tell th e story, how the eye gets led around the page, " he says.

L

That synergy still fasci na tes hi m . After three years at the University
of Hou ston-Downt own , he has settled in up state New York with his wife,
Kathryn Laity '9 5 M.A., '03 Ph .D., a medi evalist who teaches at th e
College of Saint Rose. They share a hou se with his immense collectio n
of comic books and relate d literature.
Author of dozens of papers about comics , former chair of the In te rnational Comic Arts Festival , a lecturer in frequent demand an d host of a
scholarly Web site . Com ics Research .org. , he is currently writing a guide
to "esse ntial graphic novels ."
Kannenberg is. by general consensus, one of the world 's leading comics
scholars, but he describes himself as "a guy who knows a lot about comics
in general, and comics from around the world. " - Jim H . Smith
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Kaia L. Vayenas
'88 (CLAS) has
been promoted to
vice president of
eCommerce at TD
Ban kno rth , Inc., in
Falmo uth, Mass.
Christina (Nielsen) Hall '89 (BUS)
and Michael Hall '89 (CLAS)
welcomed the ir first child, daughter
Caroline Helene, on Nov. 30, 200 6 .
Kelley Hangos-Carrano '89 (SFA)
has returned to Connecticut with
her husband and son after 10
years in North Carolina. She is
continuing her graphic des ign
business, Ke llgraphics.
Joseph Petrokaitis '89 (ENG) and
wife, Gina (Paternastro) Petrokaitis
'89 (BUS), announce the birth of
a son, joseph John [r., on March
8, 2007. He joins sisters Julia and
Gianna .

19905
Linda C. Cimma '90 (ED) married
Serges Yves LaRiviere on May 26 ,
2007. She is a physical therapist
and the owner of Holistic Physical
Therapy Specialist, LLC in Amherst,
Mass. They live in Shutesbury.

Kelly (Kirby) Shaw '90 (PHR) and
herhusband ,joseph,announce
the arrival of their daughter,
Paige Soph ia, born on May 2 ,
2007 in Boston.
Anne Halloran Tortora '90 (SFA) ,
a second-year doctoral student at
The Hartt School of the University
of Hartford , received a Gender
and Ethnic Equity Scholarship
from the College Band Directors
National Assoc iation. She attended
the Wind Conduct ing Symposium
held at Florida Internat ional
University in Miami and was
selected to conduct in the final
concert after attending the wind
band conductors course in Sherborne , England, held by the British
Association of Symphonic Bands.
Jon Weisblatt 'go (SAH) and his wife,
Kathy, just completed their doctor
of physical therapy degrees at
Daemen College in Amherst , N.Y.
Both work at Cape Cod Hosp ital.
Asim Zahee r '90 (BUS) joined
SEPATON Inc. as vice president
of marketing . He has more than
15years experience in senior
marketing positions in the storage
industry, most recently working
for Hitachi Data Systems.

Jose ph Coppola '91 (CLAS), a
lieutenant of the Norwalk (Conn.)
Fire Department, received the Fire
Safety Commendation Award from
the National Society of the Sons of
the American Revolution for saving
the life of an electrician who had
gone into cardiac arrest after being
electrocuted.
Geri (Blau) Fishe r '91 (SFS) and her
husband , Keith, announce the birth
of their daughter, Savannah jaidyn,
on March 19, 2007. Savannah joins
a sister , Arianna Karolina, 2. Geri is
a third-grade teacher in Rye Brook,
N.Y. She received a master's in
teaching from Sacred Heart
University and a master's in literacy
from Mercy College. The family
lives in Carmel, N.Y.
Kim (Fine) Jackson '91 (CLAS) was
promoted to curriculum specialist
with the West Hartford, Conn.,
public schools .
Matthew Paulsen '91 (CLAS) is
director of marketing for MDMC,
one of South America's most
prestigious destination management companies. He lives in
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Laura (Chapman) Rubbo '91 M.A.
and Antonio Rubbo, Jr. '92 (ENG)
announce the birth of a daughter,
Ava Victoria, on Feb. 2 . 2007,
who joins sister Sophia. The
family lives in Pasadena, Calif.
Ambrose Sharnick '91 M.D. joined
the Danbury (Conn.) Hospital
department of anesthesiology,
He had previously worked as an
attending physician at Jordan
Hosp ital in Plymouth, Mass.
He lives in Newtown, Conn.
Alison (Fine) Berks '92 (CLAS)
and her husband , Lance, announce
the birth of a daughter, Mia
Francine, on April 30, 2007. Mia
joins brother Benjamin, 2 . The
family lives in Sydney, Australia.
Mary (Sweeney) Crow '92 (BUS)
and her husband, AI, announce the
birth of the ir daughter, Megan, on
April 10, 2007. Megan joins a sister,
Dana. AI and Mary operate a UPS
store franchise in Buffalo Grove,
III. They live in McHenry, III.
Kate (Conway) Crowe '92 (CLAS)
and husband, Mark, announce the
birth of a son , Thomas Michael,
born on May 15, 2007, and named
after his grandfathers Thomas
Crowe and Mike Conway ' 6 6
(CLAS). Tommy joins siblings
Ashley, Paige and Mark jr.
Michael Depascale '92 (CLAS)
was promoted to technical
manager at Yale University.
Lisa M. Labenski
'92 (BUS), '04
M.B.A. was
promoted to
assistant controller
for commercial
engine business
and operations at Pratt & Whitney.
Ana (Mendes) Mabry '92 (CLAS)
and her husband , Scott, announce
the birth of a daughter, Sarah
Caitlin, born on july 1, 2006,
in Germantown, Tenn. Sarah
joins a brother, Matthew.

2007 ALumni Association awards presented
Four alumni were recognized for their professional achievements and service to UConn at the annual Alumni Association
Gala on Oct. 20. From left: Kevin Bouley '80 (BUS), owner and president of Nerac, Inc. , received the University Service
Award; Allen Bennett ' 69 (CLAS), partner in Ropes & Gray, received the Distinguished Alumni Award; Lani Fortier '04 (ED),
co-fou nder of CharityGlobal, received the Humanitarian Award; and Josh Dunn ' 92 (CLAS) , vice president, wealth
managemen t at Smith Barn ey, received th e Connecticut Alumni Service Award.
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Shaw n Szturma '92 (ENG) and
his wife announce the birth of a
daughter, Annika Davon, born
on May4. She joins a sister, Katja.

Meredith Trotta '92 (CLAS) and
Dan Parzych '93 (CLAS) announce
the birth of their son , George Trotta
Parzych, on Sept. 13, 2006. George
joins his sisters, Grace, 6, and Li ly,
4. Meredith is the recruitment
manager for Time Inc. in New
York City. Dan is the vice pres ident
of analytics for All iant Data in
Brewster, N.Y. The family lives in
Ridgefield , Conn.
Laurie (Klopper)
Warshawsky
'92 (CLAS) is a
judicial attorney
in the 8th District
Court of Appeals
c..-"""----~-'="'"' in Cleveland,
Ohio. She is also a jewelrydesigner
at Elle-a-Belle Designs. She started
making jewelrywhile in law school
11 years ago and now has clients all
over the world.
Mark Austin '93 (ENG), an eng ineer
for Bristol, Conn., was named a
Fellow of the National Society of
Professional Engineers. He is a
membe r of the society's mentor ing
tas k force.
Laura (Ducret) Botoff '93 M.S. and
her husband , Dan,announcethe
birth of a son , Dylan Irving, on April
22,2007·
Jean R. Homere '93 (ENG) was
appointed an administrative patent
judge for the Board of Patent
Appeals and Interferences of the
U.S. Patent Trademark Office.
Marc Isikoff'93 (BUS) and his
wife, Kelly, announce the birth of
their first child, Katrina, on April
29,2006.
Warren Strong '93 (CLAS) is the
new senior executive director
of Capitol Ridge, a senior living
community in Providence, R.1.
Stephen Swett '93 M.B.A. was
named sen ior vice president of
research by KBW for its new expansion into the equity real estate
investment trust sector. KBW is
the largest full-service investment
bank specializing in the financial
services sector.
Marie Wacaser '93 (CLAS) received
a master 's in libraryand information
science from Syracuse University
in December 2006 .

James Waldron '93 (CLAS) was
named regional vice pres ident of
business development for Infinity
Property & Casualty Company. He
lives in Wall ingford, Conn., with
his wife, Kristina (Congo) Waldron
'93 (ED), '94 M.A. and their two
children, Drew and Grace.
Ari Cohen '94 (BUS) and his wife,
Aliza, an nou nce the birth of a
daughter, Sage Hannah, on May17,
2007. Sage joins brother Holden,
5, and sister Finley, 2. Ari was
recently promoted to partner at
the New York city office of Ernst
& Young LLP.
Timothy Crader '94 (BGS) was
promoted to vice president of
global sales for EYP Mission Critical Facilities, a global 35o-person
eng ineering firm based in New York
City. He received a doctoral degree
in bus iness administration from the
University of Phoen ix's School of
Advanced Studies in June.
Cynthia (Panek) Nick '94 (ED),
'95 M.A. and Joel Nick '89 (CLAS),
'92 M.A. announce the birth of
a daughter, Elizabeth Hadley, on
April 10, 2007 . She joins big sister
Alexandra, age 2. Cindy teaches
mathematics at Lyman Hall High
School in Wallingford, Conn. Joel
is the chairman of social stud ies at
Lyman Hall and recently served as
the Teacher-in-Residence for Social
Studies for Connect icut . The family
lives in Middlefield, Conn.
Maureen Noonan '94 (SFA) is
a customer support specialist
with Therap Services, based in
Waterbury, Conn., and Bangladesh,
a provider of online services for
the developmental disability
community.
David E. Birkhahn '95 M.B.A. was
promoted to vice president in the
tax cred it group at TD Banknorth
in Portland , Maine.
Kandace Einbeck '95 Ph.D. just
returned to the U.S. after two years
living in China, teach ing German
and English at Jiaotong University
in Xi 'an .
Elizabeth (Wendling) Falcigno '95
(CLAS) and Stephen Falcigno
were married in April of 2007.
Both are teachers and live in
Cromwell, Conn .

Christin e Sedensky Fioritto '95
(CANR) and husband, Chris, welcomed their third son , Christopher,
on Feb. 15,2007, Christopher joins
big brothers James , 4, and Sean, !.

•
L

Sydney Lewis '26
Beth Hatte rman '95 M.A. married
Brian Gillin on Aug. 4, 2007. She
is head of the English department
at Stamford High School in Stamford, Conn., where the couple lives.
Sally Ann (Williams) Lee '95
(CLAS) and Dylan T. Lee '96 (CLAS)
announce the birth of a son , Colin
Patrick, on Jan. 30, 2007 . Colin
joins his sister, Lauren Alexandra.
Sally is a development associate
at Middlesex Hospital, and Dylan
is the engineering manager at PCC
Structurals. The family lives in Old
Saybrook, Conn.

Armin A. Wehrle '37
Joyce Fraser Christianson '44
Doroth y (Bonadies) Calabrese '46
Peter John Gorecki '48
Richard Lee Gustafson '48
Sylvia (Spalter) Sable '48
J. Paul Levine '49
Daniel Spallone '49, '60
John R. Giller '50, '56
Alfred Birch '52
Marilyn Keefe Conlon Powers '53
Joseph O. Cogguillo, Jr. '54

Kimberly (Norton) Smith '95 (CLAS)
and her husband, Todd, announce
the birth of their second child,
Gracelyn Kathleen, on March 10,
2007. Gracelyn joins sister Presley
Helene , 2. Kimberly has been a
juvenile probat ion officer in
Connect icut for 12 years and
received her M.B.A. from the
University of New Haven in 2006 .
The family lives in Pawcatuck, Conn.
Laura Williams '95 (SFA, ED), '98
M.M. is director of choral
programs for children and youths
for The Community Music School
in Springfield, Mass .
John Cross '96 (CLAS) , '97 M.A.
and wife, Angela (Scalzo) '95 (CLAS)
welcomed daughter, Alexa Benette,
in November of 2006 . Alexa joins
sisters Al ison, 6, and Olivia, 4.
Michael B. Davidson '96 (CLAS)
completed an endocrinology, diabe tes , and metabolism fellowship at
the Cleveland Clinic. He will be
joi ning the med ical staff of
Wentworth-Douglass Hospital
in Dover, N.H.
Sujit Ghosh '96
(CLAS) Ph.D.
was promoted
to the rank of full
professor with
tenure in the
'--_-"'"
-' department of
statistics at North Carolina State
University. He is also the founding
member of the Bayesian Stat istics
Working Group .

Gov. Thomas J. Meskill '56
Gordon Bywaters '58
Leon J. Alechny '59
Brian V. Dewey '63
Harry Oom s '78

Amy Kopchak '96 (BUS) joined
Flowery Beauty Products , Inc. as
director of marketing. She previously was an associate product
manager at Playtex Products , Inc.
and the director of marketing at
W.E. Bassett Company.
Alicia(Ballenger) Marie '96 (CLAS),
owns a fitness and nutrit ion
consulting com pany called Project:
BODY Fitness that cond ucts the
"HotBody" fitness worksho ps. She
was named Ms. Muscle a[ Fitness
Magazine 2006 , the first in the
magaz ine's 6o-year history. A
former UConn cheerlea der, she is
also the fitness coach on MTV's
MADE program.
Sarah (Little) McDevitt '96 (SAH)
and her husband , Paul McDevitt
'97 (CLAS), announce the birth of
a son , Connor, on Jan. 7, 2007. The
family recently relocated to Connecticut from North Carolina.
Donna Roy'96 (CLAS) received
an M.D. from Drexel University in
May 2007 . She will be doing her
residency in internal medicine at
Tufts-New England Medical Center.
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Daniel Albanese '97 (SAH) and
Kim (Filip) '96 (CLAS) announce the
birth of a son , Tyler Jordan, born on
Feb. 25, 20°7, in Hartford, Conn.
Adam Cormier '97 (CLAS) is a
managi ng su pervisor with
Fleishman-Hillard in Boston and
the media market manager in Connecticut for the AT&T account. He
lives in Uncasville, Conn., with wife,
Pamela, and two children, Kaya ,
3, and Jed, 2.
Diane (McVeigh) Curci '97 (BUS)
and her husband , Joseph Curci '96
(CLAS) , announce the birth of their
daughter, Alessandra Grace, born
on April 30, 2007. They currently
reside in Wolcott, Co nn.
Michael Donaleski '97 D.M.D.
was promoted to the rank of
commander in the United States
Public Health Service. He is the
deputy chief dental officer at
the Yakama Indian Health Center
in Toppenish, Wash.
Barbara Ginty '97 (SSW) mar ried
Richard Smith. She is a social
worker at Holyoke Medical Center
in Holyoke, Mass.
Jessica (La Brecque) Lengenfelder
'97 (CLAS) has purchased a second
Fred Astaire Dance Studio in
Glastonbury, Conn.
John Pallof '97 (SAH) married Lisa
Belanger of Worcester, Mass., in
Septem ber.
Dana Pierce '97 (6th year) was
named principal of Booth Hill
School in Trumbull, Conn., where
he lives with his wife, Mary.
Kimberly (Haggerty) Roy'97 (ED),
'98 M.A. and her husband, Philip,
announce the birth of a son , Tyler
William, on June 11, 2007. Kim is
the graphics manager at M&M
Marketing in Milford. The family
resides in Orange, Conn.
William Russell III '97 (ED) , '98
M.A., '03 6th year received the
Outstanding Greek Alumnus award
in April 2007. He is the chapter
advisor to Pi Kappa Alpha, UConn's
Iota Chi Chapter.
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Timothy Shriver '97 Ph.D.,
chairman of Special Olympics
International , has
been awarded
the 2007 Lions
Humanitarian
Award, the highest
accolade bestowed
by the Lions Club
International organization . Previous
recipients include former President
Jimmy Carter and Mother Teresa.

Renee (Iwaszkiewicz) Neiger '98
(CLAS) and her husband, Ted,
announce the birth of their son,
Kristopher Marek,on March 7, 2007.
He joins sister Izabella Lilia, 2. The
family lives in Trumbull, Conn.
Shannon (George) Phillips '98
(NUR) and her husband , Scott,
announce the birth of the ir second
daughter, Caroline Esther, on
December 26, 2006 . Caroline
joins older sister, Julia.

Jennifer Wardwell '97 (CLAS) is
advancement officer for Allegheny
College in Meadville, Pa., after
previously serving as the
assistant athletics director for
marketing and development.

Marya McAndrew Baldwin '99
(CLAS) and her husband, John,
announce the birth of their son,
John Everett on January 15, 2007.
The family lives in Providence, R.1.

Abigail Carreno '98 (CANR)
graduated with a master's degree
in biomed ical sciences from
Auburn University College of
Veterinary Medicine in May
2007, where she is currently
employed .

Michael Banks '99 M.D. is a
co-founder of the Doctor's
Channel, a Web site that allows
doctors to learn from each other,
featuring streaming video clips
with insights and opinions from
experts in 35different specialties .

Nicole (Perras) Fuller '98 B.S.
and her husband , Greg Fuller'97
(ED) , announce the birth of their
first child, Jackson, born June
15,2007 ·

Renee (Caggiano)
Berman '99 (CLAS)
opened the Law
Offi ce of Renee C.
Berman, LLC, in
Hamden, Conn.,
specializing in
family and matrimonial law.

Marisa Elana
James '98 (CLAS)
was accepted to
the H.L. Miller
Cantorial School
at the Jewish
Theological
Seminary in New York and will
begin her studies next year in
Jerusalem .
Corrie Balash Kerr '98 (CLAS) and
her husband, Bret. announce the
birth of a daughter, Lily, on Aug. 1,
2007. Corrie is associate director of
media relations at Wesleyan University in Middletown,Conn.

------=']

Dana (Slifkin)
McCreesh '98
M.B.A. and her
husband , Michael,
received the 2007
Edward B. Kochan
Award from the
Bridgeport Dental Association,
which recognizes the efforts of
people who work tirelessly to
improve the world around them .
They were honored for their work
with TeamBrent, which funds
children's cancer research.

Johanna (Spadory) Lucas '99
(CLAS) and her husband, Ted
Lucas '00 (BUS), announce the
birth of a son , Connor Hugh Theodore, on July16, 2007. Johanna is a
technical writer for an engineering
company in Wallingford, Conn.,
and Ted is an accountant for a firm
based in New Haven. The family
lives in Meriden, Conn.
Augustin Margary '99 (CANR) is
engaged to marry Irene Checchin
'00 (CANR) in July2008 . He
works as a property agent for the
Connecticut Department of
Transportation, and she is a
seventh grade science teacher at
Dodd Middle School in Cheshire,
Conn. They live in West Haven.
Lance Pylko'99 (ENG) and his wife,
Mairead, announce the birth of their
son, Dylan, on June 11, 2007. The
family lives in Middletown, Conn.

20005
John Christian '00 (CANR) and
Stacey Atwood '02, '05 (CLAS)
announce the birth of a daughter,
Haley Mabel, on March 31 , 2007.
Timothy Johnson '00 (BUS) has
opened his own real estate investment brokerage company, Realty
Asset Advisors, specializing in
retail and multifamily investments ,
in Tampa, Fla. He was formerly a
director at Marcus & Millichap.
Stefanie Dion-Jones '00 (CLAS)
was named special projects editor
in the office of University Communications in Storrs. She previously
was a communications manager
in executive and employee
communications at The Hartford.
She is pursuing a master of library
science degree at Southern
Connecticut State University.
Daniel McCann '00 (BGS) was
recently promoted to director of
labor and government relations
for Halsted Communications.
Joshua Sheehan '00 (CLAS)
received his medical degree from
Boston UniversitySchool of
Medicine. He is an internal
medicine resident at Boston
Medical Center and hopes to
specialize in endocrinology.
ErikaThompson '00 (SFA) married
TroyKillam '99 (CLAS) in July2007.
The couple lives in Stamford, Conn.,
where she manages Elements
Yoga & Well ness Center.
Antonette (AnnieCasole) Tiberio
'00 (BUS) and her husband, Rico
Tiberio 'OS (CLAS) announce the
birth of a daughter, Victoria Marie,
on March 24, 2007. They livein
Stamford, Conn.
Jonathan Way '00 (CANR) has
been studying social habits of
the Eastern coyote population
of Boston and Cape Cod, Mass.,
for nine years. He has published
several papers on the subject
and co-authored Suburban
Howls by Dog Ear Publishing.
Gary Gianette '01 (CANR) , 'OS M.S.
completed Ride for Your Life, a 50day, 50-state bicyclingeffort to

raise funds for cancer. The effort
was part of his company , Healthy
Altitudes, which promotes health
and supports cancer patients.
Catherine Holahan ' 0 1 1.0. and
Christopher Murphy ' 0 1 1.0. were
married in Lakevi lle, Conn. She is
a lawyerwith Connecticut Legal
Services in New Britain, Conn.,
specializing in child advocacy law
representing low-income children.
He represents Connecticut 's Fifth
District in Congress .
Michaellordan '01
(BUS), '0 2 M.S.,
a tax manager for
Blum Shapiro
in West Hartford,
.... '. .." Conn., was
_ _"----'
appoint ed as a
member of the advisory council
for The Connecticut Society of
Certified Public Accountants.
Patrick Glaser '02 (CLAS), '04
M.P.A., M.A. is engaged to mar ry
Gillian Angliss '03 (CANR).
He is the director of the Council for
Marketing and Opinion Research,
and she is scheduled to graduate
from Cornell Veterinary School
in 2007.
Elizabeth (Radovich) Mayne '02
(ED) married Christopher Mayne
in April 2005 . They have a son,
Benjamin Walker, born in 2006,
and a daughter, Charlotte Anne,
born in 2007. Elizabeth is head
lifeguard for the parks and
recreation department in Chesh ire,
Conn. The family lives in East
Haven, Conn.
Emily Trombley '02 (SFS) married
David Baffaro '99 (BUS) in August
2007. They reside in West
Hartford, Conn .
Bonnie Durgin '03 (CLAS) teaches
second grade at Marjorie H. Dunbar School in South Bronx,
N.Y., and is part ofTeach for
America, a four-year program
designed to bring teachers to lowincome districts .
Megan Lilliedahl '03 (CLAS) is
a first-grade teacher with East
Elementary School in New
Canaan , Conn.

Peter I. Murphy '03 J.D. and his
wife, Becki, announce the birth of
their son , Brendan Emmett, on
August 9, 2007. Brendan joins his
sisters, Brynn, 4, and Megan, 2 .
Kerry Orsh al '03 (CLAS) has joined
the English dep artment at The
Williams School in New London,
Conn.
Nicole Schm itt '03 (CLAS) received
a master's degree in public health
from the Boston University School
of Public Health .
[ennlfer Babulsky '04 (CLAS)

married David Ritter Pencek on
June 16, 2007. She is associate
publication s editor at the Center
for the Performing Arts at Pen n
State University.
Sarah McCabe '04 (PHR), '06
Ph.D. is engaged to be married to
Timothy Thompson '02 (ENG) in
September 2008.
Kelly Reopelle '04 (CLAS) and
[ohn Paul Demko '03 (CLAS) are
engaged to be married in December
2008. She is a media assets coordinator at ESPN and he is pres ident
of sales for Specialty Transport
Solutions International.
Mark Williams '04 (SFA) M.F.A.
was chosen by the internationally
known artist Sol LeWitt to participate in the Connect icut Contemporary exhibition earlier this year at
the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum
of Art in Hartford .
Maria Conlon '0 5
(CLAS) has joined
Barnum Financial
as a financial
services rep resentative. Last yea r
"'-'''-'"'''-''''--''"-'''.... she assisted in
coaching the Southern Connect icut
State University women's basketball
team to win the Division II national
championship.
Karen Hatem '0 5 (NUR) is a nurse
and supervisor at a nursing home
in Putnam , Conn.
Jennifer O'Leary '0 5 (SFA), a
program director at the Winchester
(Mass .) Youth Center, received
her master's with a focus in

leader sh ip through the arts from
Lesley University, Cambridge, Mass .
Brian Mackey 'OS (CLAS) was
named nation al recruitment
manager for GEl Consultants, Inc.,
a mid-sized engineering consu lting
firm based out of Woburn, Mass.
Melissa Miller 'OS (SFS)earned
a master's degree in clinical
psychology from Pepperdine
University in Los Angeles.
[oshua Proulx 'OS (CLAS) was

promoted to comple x coordin ator
for the office of residenti al life at
Johnson & Wales University in
Providence, R.1. He received his
master's in political science and
international relations in September
2006 from Suffolk University.
Nicole Snyder 'OS Ph.D. is an
ass istant professor of chemistry at
Hamilton College in Clinton , N.Y.
Tanya Rzeznikiewicz 'OS (SSW) is
engaged to marry Erik Abram in
the summer of 2008. She works
at United Community and Family
Services in Norwich, Conn.
Morgan Valley 'OS (CLAS) was
named assistant coach for the
women 's basketball team at the
University of New Hampsh ire.
Bambi Billman '06 M.A. is engaged
to be married to Matthew Mroz
'99 (CLAS). She is pursu ing a
doctoral degree in French at
UConn, where she teaches
undergraduate language courses.
He is pursuing a doctoral degree
in English at UConn, where he
is an assistant director of the
freshman English program .

Mikki Meadows-Oliver '06 Ph.D.,
a nurse practitioner in Yale-New
Haven Hosp ital's
Lead Program,
received the
distinguished
Mary E. Mahoney
Award for Excellence from the
Southern Connectic ut Black
Nurses Association. She serves
as an assis tant professor at Ya le
School of Nursing and works with
the Adopt-a-Doc program. She
mentors in the New Haven public
school system and voluntee rs at
the soup kitchen and child care
centers. She lives in Hamden,
Conn., with her husband, Philip,
and her children, Philip J. and
Melina Oliver.
Matthew Will '06 (CLAS) biked
across the United State to raise
awareness for autism. He started in
Phoe nix and headed west to Laguna
Beach, Calif., before turning eas t
and ending in Stone Harbor, N.J.
Rebecca Lussier '07 (ENG) is
engaged to marry Daniel Rossi
'03 (BUS) in the sum mer of 2009.
She is pursuing certification at the
Newington Certificate Program in
Prosthetics in Newington, Conn.
He is a financial ana lyst at Sikorsky
Aircraft Co. in Stratford , Conn., and
is pursuing a M.B.A. at the Stern
School of Business at New York
University.
Michael Ruwet '07 (BUS) is
pursuing his M.B.A. at UConn and
works for Deloitte & Touche. He is
the son of Robin Ruwet '76 (BUS)
and David Ruwet '75 (BUS) .
Alumni News 0{ Notes compiled by
Debra Crary and Tina Modzelewski

Bart Lorancaitis '06 (BUS) was
sworn in as a police officer in
Newton, Conn.
Paul Mardey '06 (BGS) is the
sen ior computer specialist for a
pharmace utical advert ising agency
in New York City. In addition to a
full-time career, he cont inues to
grow the client base of his ITconsulting company, PGM Computer
Networks. He lives in the Forest
Hills section of Queens, N.Y.
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NEWLEADER Continuedfrom page 25

revenue for us and growth for the state.
We have an interest in helping the state
grow economica lly, and we'll share in the
25benefit of that growth. UConn attracts
high-achievin g students and educates ,
motivates and prepares them to enter
the profession al position s that stim ulate
Conn ecticut' s economy. We also support
the state economy by commercializing
intellectual property we cultivate or in

SCOTT COWEN Continuedfrom page33

The effort to rebuild Tulane 's und ergraduate enro llment to pre-Katrina levels
is also paying dividend s. Students were
helped by continuing their studies at
universities such as UConn and the free ,
seven-week summer session in 2006 that
Tulane offered to students enrolled during
the entire 2005 -06 year. Bythe fall 2010
semester, Retif says, enrollment is expected
to be back on track to previous levels.
"Clearly a lot of factors are involved in
restoring our enrollment, but Scott is an
extraordinary salesman," Retif says,
recalling a mother who earlier this year
sent Cowen an e-mail expressing indecision
on whether her daughter should go to New
Orleans. Cowen called her that night. The
student enrolled in the fall.
Cowen says the Katrina situa tion taught
him and his staff some enduring lessons
about the university's capabilities, its
relationship to the people of New Orleans
and the commitment of the Tulane
community. Asked what he learned about
himself from the crisis , he says, "I give
a lot of credit to our team . I happen to be
their voice. We kept calm, focused, hopeful
and wouldn 't quit. Tha t gives you a lot of
confidence.
"After you've been through that , there's
not too much people can throw at you that
will get you rattled," he adds. "I think you
always ask yourself if you were really tested
with a crisis if you could mee t the challenge
or not. Historians will say whether I did or
didn 't. I did the best I could."
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collaboratio n with groups in the com mercial sector who can take what we have
developed and star t new bu sinesses.

Diversity on campus has been a priority
in your previous positions. How will your
leadership at UConn niflect that?
It is going to expand, I prom ise you that.
If we do not mo re fully immerse our
studen ts in diversity, we're not educating
them to live in the zist century. We've
done a very good job at UConn, particularly
promoting diversity amo ng studen ts. We
haven't been as fortunate in diversifyin g
the faculty rank s. Th at will be part of
the new acade mic strateg ic plan. I'll
be looking at ways to increase diversity
in faculty, and we're going to have
benchmarks towar d progress. We'r e
going to assess our progress ann ually
and move resources to support our goals.
You are a globalization advocate. Is
there a need to rethink higher education,
particularly undergraduate preparation,
in the context ofa global age?
Our studen ts, whe ther they stay in
Connecticut or not, will be working in
a global economy. As such, we must
prepare them . Their lives, their professional
careers, will be impacted by developments
all over the world-whether it's war, oil
shortages , migration flows, the rapid
movement of mon ey and currency or
the developm ent of m ultina tional corporations-that's just part of globalization.
That's why educational institution s have
to be interes ted in globalization, in
interna tionaliz ing curriculum and in
the issu e of diversity.
But this question gives me an opportu nity
to raise a related an d im portant, even
cont roversia l, issue which is that the era of
abundance in higher educat ion is behi nd
us . In the new world, the future belongs
to pub lic un iversities that do two thi ngsfind sources of revenue to supplement
what they're receiving from the state and,
secon d, are guided by th ree very im portant
words-focus, focus , focus. The future
belongs to universities that establish

academ ic priorities and invest strategically
in those areas. We need to have a strategic
plan and an academic focus that ident ifies
our key priorities, and we have to mobili ze
reso urces to support the success of those
program s. Thi s does not mean that you
are shor tchanging other efforts. But it
does mean you are making difficult
strategic choices that have to be mad e
in an era of scarce resou rces.

With health care as a major part of
the economy and as a national concern,
what special issues will befa cedby the
UConn Health Center?
The UConn Health Cent er is a significant
advantage to the University. The Schools
of Medicin e and Dent al Medicine and the
basic science programs at the Health
Cent er are the source of about half of the
sponso red research dollars that come into
the University. The clinical activities also
are crucial to inn ovation on the educational
side, as well as to the futur e of transl ational
research. In short, the health and wellbeing of the medical school, dental school
and Joh n Dempsey Hospital are very
imp ortant to me and to the future of the
University and the state of Conn ecticut.
Any final thoughtsfor our readers?
The fur ther we go up in the rank ings,
the more value we bring to the state of
Connecticut and to the students who com e
through our doors. This is not about me as
presiden t. This is about the big-sh ouldered
missio n of the University to serve the
state and the citizens of Conn ecticut by
prom oting its social, cultu ral and economic
well-being and graduating genera tion after
genera tion of educated citizens who will
make contributions thr oughout our state,
all over the country and the world. That' s
some thing to be proud of. In the short time
I have been at UConn, I've listened carefully
to ma ny of our studen ts, faculty and staff,
alum ni, donors and state leaders. It is
clear to me that Connecticut residents
appreciate what we're doin g at UConn,
and I am confident that our friends and
alum ni will help us move forward.

Alumni TRAVELER
LEGENDS OF THE NILE

February 13-23, 2008
The essence of Egypt is
yours to discover on a
spectacular n-day trip into
the very heart of the
ancient land of the
pharaohs. Journey
throu gh a land unl ike
any other in a style and
comfort Cleopatra could
have only dream ed about.

TREASURES OF JAPAN
May 19-29 , 20 08
Japan is a land of contrasts, from the
incessa nt hum of fast-paced, high-tech
city life to the serenity of sculpted
gardens or the practice of tranquil
traditions . Experience the scenic natur al
beauty of Moun t Fuji, elegant shrines and
temples, and then steam your stress away
over a tiny pot of tea.

PERU

March 13-20 , 20 08
From the magical, once lost
city of Machu Picchu to
cosmo politan and historic
Lima, Peru's many moods
display as much diversity
as the ancient and mod ern
cultures that have shaped
this extrao rdinary coun try.
PARISTOPRAGUE

FEATURED JOURNEY
THE GREAT JOURNEY THROUGH EUROPE

June 14-24 , 2008
Explore cultural and scenic treasures
from the Swiss Alps to the North Sea.
Begin in Switzerland, with two nights in
the beautiful lakeside town of Lucern e and
two nights in the pristine alpine resort
ofZermatt, beneath the Matterhorn.
Experience the Alps on Europe's most
spectacular rail journ eys-the Mt. Pilatus
Railway, the Glacier Express and the
Gornergrat Bahn. Visit Montreaux and
Gruyere before boarding the deluxe M .S.
Amadeus Princess for a five-night voyage
down the Rhine River through France,
Germa ny and Holland to Amsterdam.

April 24-May 6 , 20 08
Two nigh ts in Paris and
two nights in Prague
frame a scenic seven-n ight
river cruise on the Moselle,
'" the Rhine and the Main,
gliding past vineyard-clad
hillsides and villages in th e most famous
wine-producing regions of the world.

WATCH FOR DETAILS ON:
VENICE TOROME

Septemb er 20 08
Croatia, Mont enegro, Corfu-Greece,
Sicily, Capri, Ponza.
AROUND THE WORLD BYPRIVATE JET

February 200 9
For infor mation on all UConn Alumni
Association travel opportunities,
call toll-free 1-888-UC-ALUM'1
{1-800-822-586 1} or visit our Web site
at www.uconnalumnLcom

UKRAINE

June 24 - July 7, 2008
Explore the glitteri ng dom es of Kiev
before sailing the fabled Dnieper. Visit
Caves Monas tery and Zaporizh ia, the
cultural home of the Cossacks. Enjoy
Yalta and Livadia Palace and admi re
elegant Odessa, the Pearl of the Black
Sea, and more . Disemba rk in Tulcea,
Romania and tran sfer to Bucharest,
where stu nning architecture and
romantic squares await.
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The LAST WORD
APassion To Lead
As he ad coach of the UConn men 's bask etball
team since 1986 , Jim Calhoun has led th e
Huskies to 14 NCAAtournaments and two national championsh ips. He is among th e top five
active Division I coaches with at leas t

750

career

wins . In 2005 he was ind ucted into the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame and in

20 0 6

named a member of the Foundation Class of the
National Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame . He
received the Honorary Alumni Award from the
UConn Alumn i Association in

2005.

Seren
Leadership
Seaets for
Success in
Busi nesS.
sports.
,lnd Life

His new

book is A Passion To Lead: Seven Leadership

SSION
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"I'm never satisfied.
You never hear
anybody around the
UConn basketball
program use the
word 'content.'"
-Jim Calhoun

I/.JCf/A Rll

Secrets for Success in Business, Sports
and Life, published by St. Martin 's Press.

ByJim Calhoun
ood leaders aren't just passionate.
They're also good at spreading
their zeal down through the organization-from the board room to the senior
executives, then to senior, middle and
junior managers, and eventually to the
rank and file. Look at Microsoft: Bill Gates
was always obsessed with the success of
his company. He's got an almost maniacal
desire to win. Steve Ballmer, Microsoft's
CEO, who has worked with Gates almost
from the beginning, is the same way.
Can you image anyone taking over from
Gates as the company's day-to-dayleader
who isn't fanatical about kicking the
competition?
And just about everybody at Microsoft
is the same way: They're all true believers . They've bought wholeheartedly into
Gates' vision for Microsoft and products
the company develops. Google employees
are the same way. So are Apple Computer
employees-they share Steve Jobs' passion
for technology and innovation. Result:
the iPod and Pixar movies, two of the
biggest commercial success stories of
the last decade.

G

52

UCONN MAGAZINE

Jack Welch, whom I've met a couple of
times, was a passionate and demanding
guy when he led General Electric. The
people who worked for him said that they
never felt like they pleased him. So they
always tried to do more. Welch was very
good at getting the people who ran his
operating units motivated to reach specific
financial targets-revenues, return on
investment, a cost cut-and once it was
achieved, he'd downplay the accomplishment and set the bars a little higher,
sometimes a lot higher. Failure was not
an option . My coaching philosophy is
very much the same, though I don't think
about it consciously.
I'm never satisfied . You never hear
anybody around the UConn basketball
program use the word "content. " Do we
feel good when we win a big game or
tournament? Sure. We celebrate every win,
but we also recognize, always, that there
is more to do. And I make sure everybody knows it. There is always room for
improvement. I've never known a player
or team that couldn 't get better-and that
holds true for some of the All-Americans

we've had and some of the national
championship teams . The same applies
to me: I can always be a better coach.
So if you want to be a leader, and a
success , find your passion .
After the passion comes everything
else. You set the strategic goals, build a
management team, identify and imple ment effective tactics, and search for
competitive advantages . In other words,
after the passion comes the hard work
and the details. All the titles and victories
that we've achieved have been wonderful.
But they're not why I've been a college
coach since 1972. I coach because I love
the game of basketball; because I love
teaching and leading young men; and
because I love competing and testing
my coaching skills-and above all, my
passion for winning-against others .

Reprinted from A Passion To Lead:
Seven Leadership Secrets for Success
in Business, Sports, and Life, byJim
Calhoun with Richard Ernsberger, Jr.
©2oo7 Reprinted by permission
of St. Martin's Press, New York.
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For a great selection of UConn
merchandise-apparel, gifts,
furni ture and more!

www.uconnalumni.com
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